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Progress, Growth
Wednesday, December 30, 2015

Hymns 92,278,376
Ps. 16:11

Ps. 25:4-10

Ps 84:1-4, 11, 12

Gen 12:1, 2, 4

11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
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Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation;
on thee do I wait all the day.

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving kindnesses; for
they have been ever of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to
thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake, O LORD.

Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.

The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.

All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies.
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HOW amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart
and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King,
and my God.

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee.
Selah.

For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory:
no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

1 NOW the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
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Gen 13:1, 6, 7 (to :), 8, 9, 14, 15, 17

Prov. 4:11, 12, 18, 20-23
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And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with
him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of
Haran.
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AND Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had,
and Lot with him, into the south.

And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for
their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.

And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the
herdmen of Lot’s cattle:

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me
and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.

Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if
thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to
the right hand, then I will go to the left.

¶ And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him,
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward:

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for
ever.

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for
I will give it unto thee.
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I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.

When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest,
thou shalt not stumble.

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.

¶ My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.

¶ Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
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Isa 35:1, 3, 4, 8

Isa 58:11

Isa 49:8, 10, 11

1Cor 3:6-11, 16
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THE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

¶ Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your
God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will
come and save you.

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way
of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

11 And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not.
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Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day
of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for
a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the
desolate heritages;

They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them:
for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of
water shall he guide them.

And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be
exalted.
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6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but
God that giveth the increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall
receive his own reward according to his own labour.

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are
God’s building.

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.
But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
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1 Pet 2:2

Ps 119:1-8, 12-17, 19

Heb 11:1, 8-10

16

Christ.

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby:
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BLESSED are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the
whole heart.

They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.

Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.

O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!

Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy
commandments.

I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy
righteous judgments.

I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.

Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.

With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.

I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.

I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.

I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word.

I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from me.
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NOW faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went.

By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
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260:13-18

256:1-7

SH 296:4-9 (to 2nd .)

SH 239:16-32
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dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise:

For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God.

    Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good,
and sets mortals at work to discover what God has already
done; but distrust of one’s ability to gain the goodness
desired and to bring out better and higher results, often
hampers the trial of one’s wings and ensures failure at the
outset.
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No material

creation

    Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must
yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane of ac-
tion, thought rises from the material sense to
the spiritual, from the scholastic to the in-
spirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All
things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, is the
creator.

256:1
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Scientific

purgation

    Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of
mortal man, through which the mortal is dropped for
the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suf-
fering or Science must destroy all illusions
regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense
and self. The old man with his deeds must be put off.
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Standpoint

revealed

Antagonistic

    To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our
affections are placed and whom we acknowledge and
obey as God. If divine Love is becoming
nearer, dearer, and more real to us, matter is
then submitting to Spirit. The objects we pursue and
the spirit we manifest reveal our standpoint, and show
what we are winning.
    Mortal mind is the acknowledged seat of human mo-
tives. It forms material concepts and produces every
discordant action of the body. If action pro-
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170:22-24

265:5-15

506:10-14

174:9-16

sourcesceeds from the divine Mind, action is harmo-
nious. If it comes from erring mortal mind, it is discord-
ant and ends in sin, sickness, death. Those two opposite
sources never mingle in fount or stream. The perfect
Mind sends forth perfection, for God is Mind. Imper-
fect mortal mind sends forth its own resemblances, of
which the wise man said, “All is vanity.”
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Causation

considered

    Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered,
for more than all others spiritual causation relates to
human progress.24

Mortals must gravitate Godward,
their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near
the broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper
sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality
may be put off.
    This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for
Spirit, by no means suggests man’s absorption into Deity
and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man en-
larged individuality, a wider sphere of thought and action,
a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent
peace.
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Exalted thought

    Through divine Science, Spirit, God, unites under-
standing to eternal harmony. The calm and exalted
thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace.
Thus the dawn of ideas goes on, forming each
successive stage of progress.
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Rise of thought

    The footsteps of thought, rising above material stand-
points, are slow, and portend a long night to the traveller;
but the angels of His presence — the spiritual
intuitions that tell us when “the night is far
spent, the day is at hand” — are our guardians in the
gloom. Whoever opens the way in Christian Science is
a pilgrim and stranger, marking out the path for gen-
erations yet unborn.
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233:1-2, 5-7

202:6-14, 17-23

429:7-10

566:1-9

451:8-18

Every day makes its demands upon us for
higher proofs rather than professions of Christian power. This is an element of
progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law de-
mands of us only what we can certainly fulfil.
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Divine study

    If men would bring to bear upon the study of the
Science of Mind half the faith they bestow upon the so-
called pains and pleasures of material sense,
they would not go on from bad to worse,
until disciplined by the prison and the scaffold; but
the whole human family would be redeemed through
the merits of Christ, — through the perception and ac-
ceptance of Truth. For this glorious result Christian
Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding.
The days
of our pilgrimage will multiply instead of di-
minish, when God’s kingdom comes on earth; for the
true way leads to Life instead of to death, and earthly
experience discloses the finity of error and the infinite
capacities of Truth, in which God gives man dominion
over all the earth.
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When walking, we
are guided by the eye. We look before our feet, and if
we are wise, we look beyond a single step in the line of
spiritual advancement.
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Spiritual

guidance

    As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly
through the Red Sea, the dark ebbing and flowing tides
of human fear, — as they were led through the
wilderness, walking wearily through the great
desert of human hopes, and anticipating the promised
joy, — so shall the spiritual idea guide all right desires
in their passage from sense to Soul, from a material sense
of existence to the spiritual, up to the glory prepared for
them who love God.
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264:7-12

454:5-9
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Treasure in

heaven

    Students of Christian Science, who start with its letter
and think to succeed without the spirit, will either make
shipwreck of their faith or be turned sadly
awry. They must not only seek, but strive,
to enter the narrow path of Life, for “wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat.” Man walks in the
direction towards which he looks, and where his treasure
is, there will his heart be also. If our hopes and affec-
tions are spiritual, they come from above, not from be-
neath, and they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.
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Mortals must look beyond fading,
finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things.
Where shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable realm
of Mind? We must look where we would walk, and we
must act as possessing all power from Him in whom we
have our being.
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Impotence of hate

The understanding,
even in a degree, of the divine All-power de-
stroys fear, and plants the feet in the true path, 
— the path which leads to the house built without hands
“eternal in the heavens.”
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