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The Real Meaning of Christmas
Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Hymns 170, 39, 310
II Thess. 2:2 the

Prov. 1:13, 15, 16 (to ,), 19 (to ;)

II Cor. 11:3 I

I Cor. 3:23 ye; 4:1, 2

Matt. 6:24-33

2 the day of Christ is at hand.
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We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:

My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their
path:

For their feet run to evil,

So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain;

3 I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

1

23

2

ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.

LET a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of
the mysteries of God.

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

24
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¶ No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat,
or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not
the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
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Rom. 8:1, 2, 4-9
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Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much
better than they?

Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these.

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of
little faith?

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.
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THERE is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death.

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.
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Col. 3:11-17 Christ

SH 134:14-17

SH 65:13-16

9

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his.
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11 Christ is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Absence of
Christ-power

    Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed
strong in times of trouble. Devoid of the Christ-power,
how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ
or the miracles of grace?

15

Powerless
promises

    The broadcast powers of evil so conspicuous to-day
show themselves in the materialism and sensualism of
the age, struggling against the advancing
spiritual era.

15

http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Col.%203:11-17%20Christ
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/SH%20134:14-17
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/SH%2065:13-16
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/SH%2028:9


12/16/15, 4:29 PMThe Real Meaning of Christmas - from Concord

Page 4 of 10http://localhost:13083/concord/print/print.sp

SH 28:9

SH 201:1-12

SH 14:5

SH 346:29-2

    While respecting all that is good in the Church or out
of it, one’s consecration to Christ is more on the ground
of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we
cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and by understanding
more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we
are enabled to heal the sick and to triumph over sin.
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12

Practical
preaching

The best sermon ever preached is Truth practised
and demonstrated by the destruction of sin, sickness,
and death. Knowing this and knowing too
that one affection would be supreme in us and
take the lead in our lives, Jesus said, “No man can serve
two masters.”
    We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth
makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away
and “all things are become new.” Passions, selfishness,
false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirit-
uality, and the superabundance of being is on the side
of God, good.

201:1

3
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We cannot “serve two mas-
ters.” To be “present with the Lord” is to have, not
mere emotional ecstasy or faith, but the actual demon-
stration and understanding of Life as revealed in
Christian Science. To be “with the Lord” is to be in
obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed
by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.

6

9

Serving two
masters

    Material beliefs must be expelled to make room for
spiritual understanding. We cannot serve both
God and mammon at the same time; but is

30
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SH 167:20-26

SH 15:11-13

SH 216:9 Spirituality

SH 72:18-19

SH 182:32-4

SH 298:20

not this what frail mortals are trying to do? Paul says:
“The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh.” Who is ready to admit this?

347:1

Half-way
success

    The “flesh lusteth against the Spirit.” The flesh and
Spirit can no more unite in action, than good can coin-
cide with evil. It is not wise to take a halt-
ing and half-way position or to expect to work
equally with Spirit and matter, Truth and error. There
is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which
leads to spiritual being.

21

24

Lips must be mute and materialism silent,
that man may have audience with Spirit, the divine
Principle, Love, which destroys all error.

12

Spirituality lays open siege to materialism. On which
side are we fighting?

9

Spirit is not made manifest through matter, the anti-
pode of Spirit.

18

The law of Christ, or
Truth, makes all things possible to Spirit; but the so-
called laws of matter would render Spirit of no avail, and
demand obedience to materialistic codes, thus departing
from the basis of one God, one lawmaker.

30

183:1

3

Spirit-
ual ideas, like numbers and notes, start from Principle,21
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SH 583:10-11

SH 332:9 Christ

  
SH 316:20

SH 326:3-14

and admit no materialistic beliefs. Spiritual ideas lead
up to their divine origin, God, and to the spiritual sense
of being.24

CHRIST.  The divine manifestation of God, which comes
to the flesh to destroy incarnate error.

The Son of God

Christ is the true idea
voicing good, the divine message from God to men speak-
ing to the human consciousness. The Christ
is incorporeal, spiritual, — yea, the divine
image and likeness, dispelling the illusions of the senses;
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, healing the sick and
casting out evils, destroying sin, disease, and death. As
Paul says: “There is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” The corporeal
man Jesus was human.
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Christ presents the indestructible man, whom Spirit cre-
ates, constitutes, and governs. Christ illustrates that
blending with God, his divine Principle, which gives man
dominion over all the earth.

21

Loving God
supremely

    If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the
way of God’s appointing. Jesus said, “He that believeth
on me, the works that I do shall he do also.”
He, who would reach the source and find the
divine remedy for every ill, must not try to climb the hill
of Science by some other road. All nature teaches God’s
love to man, but man cannot love God supremely and set
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SH vii:1-10

SH 482:19

SH 49:21-25

SH 333:16-27

his whole affections on spiritual things, while loving the
material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual.
    We must forsake the foundation of material systems,
however time-honored, if we would gain the Christ as
our only Saviour.

12

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is
big with blessings. The wakeful shepherd beholds
the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance
of a risen day. So shone the pale star to the prophet-
shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came where, in
cradled obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human
herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to be-
nighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ
Jesus, till across a night of error should dawn the morn-
ing beams and shine the guiding star of being.

vii:1
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Jesus was the highest human
concept of the perfect man. He was inseparable from
Christ, the Messiah, — the divine idea of God outside
the flesh. This enabled Jesus to demonstrate his con-
trol over matter. Angels announced to the Wisemen of
old this dual appearing, and angels whisper it, through
faith, to the hungering heart in every age.

21

24

He was to prove that the Christ
is not subject to material conditions, but is above the
reach of human wrath, and is able, through Truth,
Life, and Love, to triumph over sin, sickness, death, and
the grave.

24
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SH 286:9

SH 568:30-14

The divine
Principle and
idea

    XIII. The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the
first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is
without beginning of years or end of days.
Throughout all generations both before and
after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spirit-
ual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some
measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive
Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets
caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which
baptized these seers in the divine nature, the essence of
Love. The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and
ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle, God.

18

21
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27

    The Master said, “No man cometh unto the Father
[the divine Principle of being] but by me,” Christ,
Life, Truth, Love; for Christ says, “I am the way.”
Physical causation was put aside from first to
last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the
divine Principle, Love, creates and governs all that
is real.

9

12

15

The robe of

Science

Self-abnegation, by which
we lay down all for Truth, or Christ, in our warfare against
error, is a rule in Christian Science. This rule clearly
interprets God as divine Principle, — as Life, represented
by the Father; as Truth, represented by the Son; as Love,
represented by the Mother. Every mortal at some period,
here or hereafter, must grapple with and overcome the
mortal belief in a power opposed to God.
    The Scripture, “Thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many,” is literally ful-
filled, when we are conscious of the supremacy
of Truth, by which the nothingness of error
is seen; and we know that the nothingness of error is in

569:1
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SH 149:29-31

SH 353:10-12

SH 474:29

SH 473:4

proportion to its wickedness. He that touches the hem
of Christ’s robe and masters his mortal beliefs, animality,
and hate, rejoices in the proof of healing, — in a sweet
and certain sense that God is Love.

12

We need to understand the
affirmations of divine Science, dismiss superstition, and
demonstrate truth according to Christ.

30

All must admit that Christ is “the way, the
truth, and the life,” and that omnipotent Truth certainly
does destroy error.12

The apostle says that
the mission of Christ is to “destroy the works of the
devil.” Truth destroys falsity and error, for light and
darkness cannot dwell together. Light extinguishes the
darkness, and the Scripture declares that there is “no
night there.” To Truth there is no error, — all is Truth.
To infinite Spirit there is no matter, — all is Spirit, divine
Principle and its idea.

30

475:1

3

Christ the ideal
Truth

    The Science of Mind disposes of all evil. Truth, God,
is not the father of error. Sin, sickness, and death are
to be classified as effects of error. Christ
came to destroy the belief of sin. The God-
principle is omnipresent and omnipotent. God is every-
where, and nothing apart from Him is present or has
power. Christ is the ideal Truth, that comes to heal
sickness and sin through Christian Science, and attributes
all power to God. Jesus is the name of the man who,
more than all other men, has presented Christ, the true
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idea of God, healing the sick and the sinning and destroy-
ing the power of death. Jesus is the human man, and
Christ is the divine idea; hence the duality of Jesus the
Christ.

15

Our forefathers
exercised their faith in the direction taught by the Apostle
James, when he said: “Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father, is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world.”

64:1

3

6

To divest
thought of false trusts and material evidences in order
that the spiritual facts of being may appear, — this is
the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep
away the false and give place to the true.

9

12

    We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance
upon that which is false and grasp the true. We are not
Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ.6

He who leaves
all for Christ forsakes popularity and gains Christianity.24
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