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Dusty 

For as long as I can remember, I felt called to the caring of animals. Even as a 

child I would wake up very early to explore the woods behind my home, searching for injured 

or orphaned animals. I would bring home birds, mice, toads, baby rabbits, bats—any 

creature who seemed in need. Once I even brought home a neighbor’s cat, asking my mom: 

“Can we keep him? He looked so lonely just sitting in their yard!” 

My very patient parents nurtured this quality of caring, and encouraged the compassion that 

so naturally sprang from my child heart. For a while I dreamed of becoming a veterinarian, 

then of having an animal sanctuary. Later, when I embraced Christian Science as a way of 

healing, I envisioned a center where I could support animals and their people through prayer. 

Eventually I did have a farm where people could bring animals for healing and nonmedical 

nurturing. (I was a trained veterinary nurse, and the farm was an outgrowth of my love for 

animals.) From a pig named Tiger, to an opossum named Daphne, the farm was home to a 

wide variety of animals who had often been through harrowing experiences. The wild ones 

came to rehabilitate and be released, the others to live out their days in an atmosphere of 

love and trust. My children fondly remember it as the “healing farm.” 

I am certainly not alone in feeling love for all God’s creatures. Mary Baker Eddy, the 

Discoverer and Founder of Christian Science, wrote, “All of God’s creatures, moving in the 

harmony of Science, are harmless, useful, indestructible” (Science and Health with Key to 



the Scriptures, p. 514). All of God’s ideas, including animals, reflect His perfect qualities—

and animals respond to the same truths about God and themselves that people do. 

Animals are our companions and confidantes, our helpers, and inspiration. They often 

comfort us and fill us with joy. When we hear of animals displaced by natural disasters, 

failing to thrive because of climate changes, abandoned for financial reasons, and abused 

because of anger or ignorance, we yearn to help. And the efforts made to aid our animal 

friends fill our hearts with gratitude. Whether it’s knitting sweaters for oil-coated penguins, 

carrying beached dolphins back to the sea, rescuing animals in hurricane-torn cities, 

volunteering at animal shelters, or donating to animal relief causes, many of us will walk the 

extra mile to help. The purity and innocence of animals bring forth those same qualities in us, 

and we spring into action when there is a need. The love that animals so freely express 

causes us to respond in kind. And it is as natural as breathing to include these animals in our 

prayers. 

Mary Baker Eddy had an affinity for animals too. There were many instances during her 

childhood on the family farm when her father would bring weak or sick lambs and chicks to 

her to be nursed back to health. She once recalled to her student Irving Tomlinson, “. . . I 

would take the little chicks, that seemed sickly or . . . dying, into the bosom of my dress and 

hold them there until I heard a fluttering sound and found the chicken active and strong and 

eager to run away when I would put it down and away it would run” (A11807, Irving 

Tomlinson notes, The Mary Baker Eddy Collection, The Mary Baker Eddy Library). There are 

many accounts of her healing birds, fish, and horses. 

Mrs. Eddy gave very clear instructions about our role in caring for animals. She wrote in a 

letter to a student: “You have my permission to heal the animals as well as mankind. When I 

was in practice I healed them and found them responsive to Truth in every instance” 

(L14627, Letter to Sylvia Kennedy, The Mary Baker Eddy Library). Every instance! How 

wonderful and reassuring to know that there is a tried and true way to help the animals in our 

backyards and beyond! 



So just what is the truth that animals respond to? It’s the fact of God’s government of His 

creation; His unconditional embrace of every one of His ideas. Over the years I have been 

privileged to witness some beautiful and profound healings involving animals. I have found 

that regardless of the circumstance or condition of the animal, the basic premise for 

beginning my prayer is the same: I start with God and what I know about Him. Right away 

that places me on higher ground. 

The Bible gives us these powerful words in the book of Ezekiel: “Behold, all souls are mine; 

as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine” (18:4). To me this does not 

mean that there are many souls who belong to God, but one Soul, God, individually and 

infinitely expressed. So all individuality that we perceive, including every animal, is actually 

God or Love expressing itself! InUnity of Good, Mary Baker Eddy reinforces this thought: 

“Transcending the evidence of the material senses, Science declares God to be the Soul of 

all being, the only Mind and intelligence in the universe” (p. 29). When we rise above the 

evidence of the material senses, when deep in our hearts we know that God alone is 

presence and power, healing results—sometimes in the most unexpected ways. 

Regardless of the circumstance or condition of the 
animal, the basic premise for my prayer is the same: I 
start with God and what I know about Him. 

I moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, several years ago and found the transition somewhat 

rocky. I had left my community and home back East to launch into a new life and basically 

start from scratch. It was hard to feel I was in my right place, and I felt a bit forlorn and lost. 

One night on my way home from work, about a third of a mile from my house, what appeared 

to be a scraggly coyote pup ran into the road in front of my car. When I stopped to make sure 

he’d gotten across safely, he turned and looked at me. As we regarded one another, I 

realized that his eyes mirrored exactly what I had been feeling: He too looked lost and 

forlorn. He darted into the bushes and was gone. 

I could not get him off my mind and I prayed long into the night, searching for some peace. I 

remembered a phrase from Science and Health that concludes: “. . . Life is God and God is 



all” (p. 366). I reasoned that God is all activity, and cannot lose His own manifestation. Life 

cannot be separate from its own activity, which includes and is comprised of you and me and 

every creature. We are all the evidence of God. We are the loved of divine Love, cherished 

and embraced in His keeping. 

With that knowing I slept peacefully. The next morning, as I headed out for the day, guess 

who was waiting on the road, right at the top of my driveway? What in the night had looked 

like a coyote turned out to be a very skinny Blue Heeler puppy! I pulled my car over and 

coaxed this little dog to come closer. He was so frightened that he crawled on his elbows to 

me. But the moment his paw reached my outstretched hand, he held on. I gently gathered 

him into my arms. Dusty and I have been together ever since. In God’s eyes, neither the 

puppy nor I was ever lost. I just had to consciously realize that fact for both Dusty and me, 

and it became our experience. Soon, doors began to open for me, I once again felt a sense 

of belonging, and my life blossomed in this new location. 

There is another step to take in our prayerful work with animals: Whenever God’s truth is 

revealed to us in a particular situation, we can claim it for all. Mrs. Eddy wrote in Science and 

Health, “Love is impartial and universal in its adaptation and bestowals” (p. 13). As we lift our 

thought to see as God sees, and know as God knows, there is no limit to the effects of our 

sincere prayer, grounded in truth. As we gain a clearer understanding of God’s relationship to 

all His beloved creatures, animals and humans alike, we also gain a clearer understanding of 

our relationship with our holy Father-Mother. And, oh, the peace and gratitude that follows 

such a powerful glimpse of God’s unceasing care! 

Starting with God as the All-in-all, and following the inspiration that comes from this absolute 

fact, we are each led to contribute in our own way to the animals in our world. And healing 

will inevitably follow! 

Mrs. Eddy urged us to “think of God as saying, I am infinite good; therefore I know not evil. 

Dwelling in light, I can see only the brightness of My own glory” (Unity of Good, p. 18). We, 

too, can behold that brightness, and lift every creature and all of mankind into that radiant 

light. 



 

Caroline Martin lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with her family and four dogs, four chickens, a cat, and a 
rabbit named Noah. 

	  
	  

One of the comforting deductions 
drawn from scientific... 
Boston, U.S.A., Oct. 23, 1917 
From the November 3, 1917 issue of the Christian Science Sentinel 

One of the comforting deductions drawn from scientific Christianity is that animals can share 

with their human superiors the blessings of heaven. Of course as long as heaven is 

supposed to be a locality into which good people are transported after death, the likelihood of 

animals sharing this heaven seems problematical; but when the kingdom of heaven is 

recognized to be a present atmosphere of harmony, it becomes apparent that animals may 

be surrounded by its benefits. The love of animals means more than appears on the surface. 

When it characterizes an individual or a race it implies freedom and love of God. Cruelty 

toward animals is found among those who are slaves of each other. In lands which are 

governed by tyranny the animals fare badly, but where liberty abounds the animals are well 

treated. The process seems to work somewhat as follows: the autocratic head of the state 

tyrannizes over the class under him, that class over the one below, until the lowest human 

stratum is reached, which in turn tyrannizes over the dumb animals. The more unscrupulous 

the oppression from the head of the nation, the worses the fate of the defenseless animals. 

On the other hand, freemen are traditionally kind to their animals, for they have no occasion 

to avenge themselves upon any supposed inferiors. 

This question of the treatment of animals goes deeply into the psychology of nations, and is 

finally linked to their concepts of the First Cause, of God. Evil governments presuppose evil 

beliefs about God, and such beliefs affect injuriously the health and happiness of animals as 

well as men. The love of animals, wherever found, may therefore be taken as a sign of an 

inherent, even though an inarticulate, love of God. In reply to the question, "Do animals and 

beasts have a mind?" Mrs. Eddy on page 36 of "Miscellaneous Writings" did not hesitate to 



reply at length: "Beasts, as well as men, express Mind as their origin; but they manifest less 

of Mind. The first and only cause is the eternal Mind, which is God, and there is but one God. 

The ferocious mind seen in the beast is mortal mind, which is harmful and proceeds not from 

God; for His beast is the lion that lieth down with the lamb. Appetites, passions, anger, 

revenge, subtlety, are the animal qualities of sinning mortals; and the beasts that have these 

propensities express the lower qualities of the so-called animal man; in other words, the 

nature and quality of mortal mind,—not immortal Mind." 

A practical deduction from this answer is, therefore, that human beings instructed in Christian 

Science can protect the animals under them from "the ferocious mind" and its evil effects, 

and the experience of multitudes of Christian Scientists verifies this fact. It has been noticed 

that during racial conflicts in which much hatred is expressed, domestic animals are apt to 

develop mysterious diseases which sweep over them like pestilences. The assumption has 

been that these diseases are due to physical conditions solely, but Science is uncovering the 

secret methods by which the liberated animal qualities strike at the harmony of beasts as 

well as men, and provides the cure through the spiritual understanding of the reality of being. 

Therefore the little child caressing a household pet need not be reproved for wasting its 

affection on that which is excluded from heaven. People who are grateful for the serviceable 

horse, the faithful dog, the comfortable cat, the cheery canary, or other types of beings 

considered below the human in the scale of life, are learning, to that extent, the meaning of 

true creation. The carnal mind would like to make a menagerie out of the animal kingdom, to 

place it under human will power and make it growl, snarl, and hiss to order, but the divine 

Mind tames the lions through the spiritual understanding of a Daniel, and extracts the viper's 

sting through the scientific sense of a Paul. The artificial hatred which sends the sharks 

snapping at human beings farther inland than is their wont, can be neutralized by the 

scientific understanding which enabled Jesus to find his tax money in the fish's mouth. The 

instinctive protection which compassion bestows upon the domestic animals as well as the 

beasts of the field springs from a scientifically Christian perception that God made all that 

was made, that it was spiritual and not material, and saw that it was very good. 



The various societies for the protection of animals, the institution of bird sanctuaries, even 

some of the game laws, spring from a just sense of responsibility toward forms of life which 

are relatively helpless against "the ferocious mind." Isaiah's vision of peace among the 

denizens of the animal kingdom is more than fancy; it is prophetic of a rapidly approaching 

era in which "the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 

my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 

the sea." 

On pages 514 and 515 of Science and Health, Mrs. Eddy, with a spiritual illumination which 

is far ahead of the times, lifts the animal kingdom out of the misnomers which Adam placed 

upon it and gives us the metaphysical good qualities of "the lion of the tribe of Juda," "the 

cattle upon a thousand hills," and the lowly worm. Even the right perception of the serpent is 

there explained. As the vision of the true creation spreads before man with increasing 

distinctness, Christian Science teaches him to "preach the gospel to every creature," to 

share with the lesser lights in the firmament of heaven the glorious effulgence which comes 

to him from Spirit, God. 

Let no one, therefore, mock at the healing of the animals which is going on through Christian 

Science, for, as we read on page 550 of Science and Health, "God is the Life, or intelligence, 

which forms and preserves the individuality and identity of animals as well as of men." 

	  


