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Hymns 115,449,82
Ps. 84:1-4 (to 1st .), 11, 12
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Isa 35:1, 3, 4, 8
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HOW amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart
and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my
King, and my God.

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee.

For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory:
no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.
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He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words:
keep my commandments, and live.

I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.

When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest,
thou shalt not stumble.

the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.

¶ My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.

¶ Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.
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THE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

¶ Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your
God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will
come and save you.

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way
of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
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Isa 58:11

1Cor 3:6-11, 16

Gen 12:1, 2, 4

Gen 13:1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 17

wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

11 And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not.
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6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but
God that giveth the increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall
receive his own reward according to his own labour.

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are
God’s building.

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.
But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?
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NOW the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew
thee:

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with
him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of
Haran.
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AND Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had,
and Lot with him, into the south.

And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for
their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.

And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the
herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then
in the land.
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And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me
and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.

Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if
thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to
the right hand, then I will go to the left.

¶ And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him,
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward:

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for
ever.

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for
I will give it unto thee.
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Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day
of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for
a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the
desolate heritages;

They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them:
for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of
water shall he guide them.

And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be
exalted.
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NOW faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went.

By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise:

For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God.

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,
and it shall be done unto you.
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No material

creation

    Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must

yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane of ac‑
tion, thought rises from the material sense to

the spiritual, from the scholastic to the in‑
spirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All

things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, is the

creator.
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Scientific

purgation

    Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of

mortal man, through which the mortal is dropped for

the immortal.6

    As the crude footprints of the past disappear from the

dissolving paths of the present, we shall better understand

the Science which governs these changes, and shall plant

our feet on firmer ground. Every sensuous pleasure or

pain is self-destroyed through suffering. There should

be painless progress, attended by life and peace instead

of discord and death.
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Rudiments and

growth

Question. — How can I progress most rapidly in the

understanding of Christian Science?

Answer. — Study thoroughly the letter and imbibe

the spirit. Adhere to the divine Principle of Chris‑
tian Science and follow the behests of God,

abiding steadfastly in wisdom, Truth, and

Love.
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Mortals must gravitate Godward,

their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near

the broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper

sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality

may be put off.

    This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for

Spirit, by no means suggests man’s absorption into Deity

and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man en‑
larged individuality, a wider sphere of thought and action,

a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent

peace.

    The senses represent birth as untimely and death as
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SH 259:26
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Mortal birth and

death

irresistible, as if man were a weed growing apace or a

flower withered by the sun and nipped by

untimely frosts; but this is true only of a

mortal, not of a man in God’s image and likeness. The

truth of being is perennial, and the error is unreal and

obsolete.
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Immortal

ideas, pure, perfect, and enduring, are transmitted by

the divine Mind through divine Science, which corrects

error with truth and demands spiritual thoughts, divine

concepts, to the end that they may produce harmonious

results.
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    Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good,

and sets mortals at work to discover what God has already

done; but distrust of one’s ability to gain the goodness

desired and to bring out better and higher results, often

hampers the trial of one’s wings and ensures failure at the

outset.
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Mind’s true

camera

Self-

completeness

    The fading forms of matter, the mortal body and ma‑
terial earth, are the fleeting concepts of the human mind.

They have their day before the permanent facts and their

perfection in Spirit appear. The crude crea‑
tions of mortal thought must finally give place

to the glorious forms which we sometimes behold in the

camera of divine Mind, when the mental picture is spir‑
itual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond fading,

finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things.

Where shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable realm

of Mind? We must look where we would walk, and we

must act as possessing all power from Him in whom we

have our being.

    As mortals gain more correct views of God and man,

multitudinous objects of creation, which before were

invisible, will become visible. When we

realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of

matter, this understanding will expand into self-com‑
pleteness, finding all in God, good, and needing no other

consciousness.
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267:1-2

158:24-25

170:22-24

520:28-3

323:28-4

506:10-14

239:16-22

    Every object in material thought will be destroyed, but
the spiritual idea, whose substance is in Mind, is eternal.

267:1

    Evidences of progress and of spiritualization greet us
on every hand.

24

Causation

considered

    Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered,
for more than all others spiritual causation relates to
human progress.24

Because
Mind makes all, there is nothing left to be made by a
lower power. Spirit acts through the Science of Mind,
never causing man to till the ground, but making him
superior to the soil. Knowledge of this lifts man above
the sod, above earth and its environments, to conscious
spiritual harmony and eternal being.
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Childlike

receptivity

    The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen
as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth
uttering itself. We are either turning away
from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going
up higher. Willingness to become as a little child and
to leave the old for the new, renders thought receptive of
the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks
and joy to see them disappear, — this disposition helps
to precipitate the ultimate harmony.
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324:1

3

Exalted thought

    Through divine Science, Spirit, God, unites under‑
standing to eternal harmony. The calm and exalted
thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace.
Thus the dawn of ideas goes on, forming each
successive stage of progress.
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Standpoint

revealed

    To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our
affections are placed and whom we acknowledge and
obey as God. If divine Love is becoming
nearer, dearer, and more real to us, matter is

18
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SH 240:18

233:1-2, 5-7

SH 91:5

SH 190:14

SH 7:18-21

  

SH 323:9-18

then submitting to Spirit. The objects we pursue and

the spirit we manifest reveal our standpoint, and show

what we are winning.

21

Progress

demanded

    Mortals move onward towards good or evil as time

glides on. If mortals are not progressive, past failures

will be repeated until all wrong work is ef‑
faced or rectified. If at present satisfied with

wrong-doing, we must learn to loathe it. If at present

content with idleness, we must become dissatisfied with

it. Remember that mankind must sooner or later, either

by suffering or by Science, be convinced of the error that

is to be overcome.
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Every day makes its demands upon us for

higher proofs rather than professions of Christian power. This is an element of

progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law de‑
mands of us only what we can certainly fulfil.

36

    Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated

from God, and obey only the divine Principle, Life and

Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true

spiritual growth.
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Human frailty

    Human birth, growth, maturity, and decay are as the

grass springing from the soil with beautiful green blades,

afterwards to wither and return to its native

nothingness. This mortal seeming is temporal;

it never merges into immortal being, but finally disap‑
pears, and immortal man, spiritual and eternal, is found

to be the real man.
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Emotional

utterances

If spiritual sense always guided

men, there would grow out of ecstatic mo‑
ments a higher experience and a better life

with more devout self-abnegation and purity.21

Beholding the infinite tasks of
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Need and supply

truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward,
until boundless thought walks enraptured, and concep‑
tion unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.
    In order to apprehend more, we must put into prac‑
tice what we already know. We must recollect that
Truth is demonstrable when understood, and
that good is not understood until demonstrated.
If “faithful over a few things,” we shall be made rulers
over many; but the one unused talent decays and is lost.
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Condition of
progress

    We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself:
Am I living the life that approaches the supreme good?
Am I demonstrating the healing power of
Truth and Love? If so, then the way will
grow brighter “unto the perfect day.” Your fruits
will prove what the understanding of God brings to man.
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