
Hearing  and  Seeing

Wednesday, September 3, 2014

Hymn 130; 178; 431
Lev 19:14

Ps 146:5, 6, 7 (to :), 8, 10

Matt 9:27-33

14 ¶ Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind,
but shalt fear thy God: I am the LORD.
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Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the
LORD his God:

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which
keepeth truth for ever:

Which executeth judgment for the oppressed:

The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are
bowed down: the LORD loveth the righteous:

The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations.
Praise ye the LORD.
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¶ And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying,
and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.

And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and
Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto
him, Yea, Lord.

Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.

And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See
that no man know it.

But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his fame in all that



Matt 15:29-31

Luke 18:35-43
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country.

¶ As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed
with a devil.

And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes
marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.
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And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee;
and went up into a mountain, and sat down there.

And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were
lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at
Jesus’ feet; and he healed them:

Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak,
the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they
glorified the God of Israel.
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¶ And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain
blind man sat by the way side begging:

And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace:
but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when
he was come near, he asked him,

Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I
may receive my sight.



Luke 7:19-23

Mark 7:31-37
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42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God:
and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.
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¶ And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus,
saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?

When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us
unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?

And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and
of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight.

Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the
gospel is preached.

And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
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¶ And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto
the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.

And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his
speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him.

And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his
ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;

And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that
is, Be opened.

And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was
loosed, and he spake plain.

And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he



Isa 42:5-9, 16, 18
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charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it;

And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things
well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.
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¶ Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them
out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that
giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and
will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the
Gentiles;

To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another,
neither my praise to graven images.

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare:
before they spring forth I tell you of them.

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in
paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them,
and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not
forsake them.

Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see.

Belief and
understanding

    Truth casts out all evils and materialistic methods
with the actual spiritual law, — the law which gives
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, voice
to the dumb, feet to the lame.
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350:16-23

135:15-17

342:21

Jesus sent a message to John the Baptist, which was in-‐‑
tended to prove beyond a question that the Christ had

come: “Go your way, and tell John what things ye have

seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk,

the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,

to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other words:

Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is,

and he will at once perceive that God is the power in

the Messianic work.
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    The Master often refused to explain his words, because

it was difficult in a material age to apprehend spiritual

Truth. He said: “This people’s heart is waxed gross,

and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they

have closed; lest at any time they should see with their

eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand

with their heart, and should be converted, and I should

heal them.”

18

21

When Christ cast out the devil of

dumbness, “it came to pass, when the devil was gone out,

the dumb spake.”

Argument of

good works

    Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the

infidel, and raises from the couch of pain the helpless

invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of

Truth, and they answer with rejoicing. It

causes the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the blind

to see. Who would be the first to disown the Christli-‐‑
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488:14-31

489:13-18

194:13-31

ness of good works, when our Master says, “By their

fruits ye shall know them”?
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All faculties

from Mind

Question. — Do the five corporeal senses constitute

man?

Answer. — Christian Science sustains with immortal

proof the impossibility of any material sense, and defines

these so-called senses as mortal beliefs, the

testimony of which cannot be true either of

man or of his Maker. The corporeal senses can take no

cognizance of spiritual reality and immortality. Nerves

have no more sensation, apart from what belief be-‐‑
stows upon them, than the fibres of a plant. Mind alone

possesses all faculties, perception, and comprehension.

Therefore mental endowments are not at the mercy of

organization and decomposition, — otherwise the very

worms could unfashion man. If it were possible for the

real senses of man to be injured, Soul could reproduce

them in all their perfection; but they cannot be dis-‐‑
turbed nor destroyed, since they exist in immortal Mind,

not in matter.
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Decalogue

disregarded

    Corporeal sense defrauds and lies; it breaks all the

commands of the Mosaic Decalogue to meet its own de-‐‑
mands. How then can this sense be the God-

given channel to man of divine blessings or

understanding? How can man, reflecting God, be de-‐‑
pendent on material means for knowing, hearing, seeing?
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195:8-14

477:9-18

Power of habit

Every theory op-‐‑
posed to this fact (as I learned in metaphysics) would

presuppose man, who is immortal in spiritual under-‐‑
standing, a mortal in material belief.

    The authentic history of Kaspar Hauser is a useful hint

as to the frailty and inadequacy of mortal mind. It

proves beyond a doubt that education consti-‐‑
tutes this so-called mind, and that, in turn,

mortal mind manifests itself in the body by the false

sense it imparts. Incarcerated in a dungeon, where

neither sight nor sound could reach him, at the age of

seventeen Kaspar was still a mental infant, crying and

chattering with no more intelligence than a babe, and

realizing Tennyson’s description:

An infant crying in the night,

An infant crying for the light,

And with no language but a cry.

     His case proves material sense to be but a belief formed

by education alone.
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Useful

knowledge

All that gives pleasure to our educated senses

gave him pain through those very senses, trained in an

opposite direction.

    The point for each one to decide is, whether it is mortal

mind or immortal Mind that is causative. We

should forsake the basis of matter for meta-‐‑
physical Science and its divine Principle.
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471:6-17

397:1-12

Material body
never God’s idea

    Whatever is material is mortal. To the five corporeal
senses, man appears to be matter and mind united; but
Christian Science reveals man as the idea of
God, and declares the corporeal senses to be
mortal and erring illusions. Divine Science
shows it to be impossible that a material body, though
interwoven with matter’s highest stratum, misnamed
mind, should be man, — the genuine and perfect man,
the immortal idea of being, indestructible and eternal.
Were it otherwise, man would be annihilated.
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Celestial
evidence

    The unlikeness of Truth, — named error, — the op-‐‑
posite of Science, and the evidence before the five cor-‐‑
poreal senses, afford no indication of the grand
facts of being; even as these so-called senses
receive no intimation of the earth’s motions or of the
science of astronomy, but yield assent to astronomical
propositions on the authority of natural science.
    The facts of divine Science should be admitted, —
although the evidence as to these facts is not supported
by evil, by matter, or by material sense, — because the
evidence that God and man coexist is fully sustained by
spiritual sense.

6

9

12

15

Misleading
methods

    By not perceiving vital metaphysical points, not seeing
how mortal mind affects the body, — acting beneficially
or injuriously on the health, as well as on the
morals and the happiness of mortals, — we are
misled in our conclusions and methods. We throw the
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Remedy for

accidents

mental influence on the wrong side, thereby actually in-‐‑
juring those whom we mean to bless.

    Suffering is no less a mental condition than is enjoy-‐‑
ment. You cause bodily sufferings and increase them

by admitting their reality and continuance,

as directly as you enhance your joys by be-‐‑
lieving them to be real and continuous.
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Matter’s

supposed

selfhood

An image of mortal thought, reflected on the retina, is

all that the eye beholds. Matter cannot see,

feel, hear, taste, nor smell. It is not self-

cognizant, — cannot feel itself, see itself, nor

understand itself. Take away so-called mortal mind,

which constitutes matter’s supposed selfhood, and matter

can take no cognizance of matter.
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Music, rhythm of

head and heart

    Sound is a mental impression made on mortal belief.

The ear does not really hear. Divine Science reveals

sound as communicated through the senses of Soul —
through spiritual understanding.

    Mozart experienced more than he expressed. The

rapture of his grandest symphonies was never heard. He

was a musician beyond what the world knew.

This was even more strikingly true of Bee-‐‑
thoven, who was so long hopelessly deaf. Men-‐‑
tal melodies and strains of sweetest music supersede con-‐‑
scious sound. Music is the rhythm of head and heart.
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EARS.  Not organs of the so-called corporeal senses,585:1
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but spiritual understanding.

EYES.  Spiritual discernment, — not material but
mental.
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There is more
Christianity in seeing and hearing spiritually
than materially. There is more Science in the perpetual
exercise of the Mind-faculties than in their loss. Lost
they cannot be, while Mind remains. The apprehension
of this gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf cen-‐‑
turies ago, and it will repeat the wonder.
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    Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever
manifested through man, the Master healed the sick,
gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the
lame, thus bringing to light the scientific action of the
divine Mind on human minds and bodies and giving
a better understanding of Soul and salvation.
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Permanent
sensibility

    Sight, hearing, all the spiritual senses of man, are
eternal. They cannot be lost. Their reality and immor-‐‑
tality are in Spirit and understanding, not in
matter, — hence their permanence.
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