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Hymns  6  183  312
Pro 20:13

Prov. 19:15, 24

 
Matt 16:1-3, 5-11

Prov. 24:30-34

13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou
shalt be satisfied with bread.
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Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer
hunger.

A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as
bring it to his mouth again.
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THE Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him
that he would shew them a sign from heaven.

He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be
fair weather: for the sky is red.

And in the morning, It will be foul weather to-day: for the sky is red
and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but
can ye not discern the signs of the times?

And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten
to take bread.

¶ Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have
taken no bread.

Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith,
why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?

Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five
thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?

Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets
ye took up?

How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning
bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the
Sadducees?

30 I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void
of understanding;



John 6:53, 54, 58-69

Matt. 26:37-41
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And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the
face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down.

Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received
instruction.

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:

So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an
armed man.
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Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I
will raise him up at the last day.

This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers
did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for
ever.

These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is
an hard saying; who can hear it?

When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said
unto them, Doth this offend you?

What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was
before?

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the
beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.

And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me,
except it were given unto him of my Father.

¶ From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more
with him.

Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal life.

And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the
living God.

37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to
be sorrowful and very heavy.
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Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not
as I will, but as thou wilt.

And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith
unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.

18 ¶ By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of
the hands the house droppeth through.
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BE ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them.

For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them
in secret.

But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for
whatsoever doth make manifest is light.

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light.

    Sleep and apathy are phases of the dream that life, sub-‐‑
stance, and intelligence are material.
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Progress

demanded

    Mortals move onward towards good or evil as time
glides on. If mortals are not progressive, past failures
will be repeated until all wrong work is ef-‐‑
faced or rectified. If at present satisfied with
wrong-doing, we must learn to loathe it. If at present
content with idleness, we must become dissatisfied with
it. Remember that mankind must sooner or later, either
by suffering or by Science, be convinced of the error that
is to be overcome.
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Hidden agents

    The mild forms of animal magnetism are disappear-‐‑
ing, and its aggressive features are coming to the front.
The looms of crime, hidden in the dark re-‐‑
cesses of mortal thought, are every hour weav-‐‑
ing webs more complicated and subtle. So secret are the
present methods of animal magnetism that they ensnare
the age into indolence, and produce the very apathy on
the subject which the criminal desires.
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Sleep is
darkness, but God’s creative mandate was, “Let there be
light.” In sleep, cause and effect are mere illusions.
They seem to be something, but are not. Oblivion and
dreams, not realities, come with sleep. Even so goes on
the Adam-belief, of which mortal and material life is the
dream.
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Mortal man a mis-

creator

    When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence
with the spiritual and works only as God works,
he will no longer grope in the dark and cling
to earth because he has not tasted heaven.
    The fading forms of matter, the mortal body and ma-‐‑
terial earth, are the fleeting concepts of the human mind. Mortals must look beyond fading,
finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things.
Where shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable realm
of Mind? We must look where we would walk, and we
must act as possessing all power from Him in whom we
have our being.
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Egotistic darkness

    Walking in the light, we are accustomed to the light
and require it; we cannot see in darkness. But eyes ac-‐‑
customed to darkness are pained by the light.
When outgrowing the old, you should not fear
to put on the new. When error
confronts you, withhold not the rebuke or the explana-‐‑
tion which destroys error.
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The spiritual

mathematics

    Who would stand before a blackboard, and pray the
principle of mathematics to solve the problem? The
rule is already established, and it is our
task to work out the solution. Shall we
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SH 27:22-4, 9, 22-6

ask the divine Principle of all goodness to do His own

work? His work is done, and we have only to avail

ourselves of God’s rule in order to receive His bless-‐‑
ing, which enables us to work out our own salvation.
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Recreant disciples

Persecution

prolonged

Christian warfare

Help and

hindrance

    Jesus sent forth seventy students at one time, but only

eleven left a desirable historic record. Tradition credits

him with two or three hundred other disciples

who have left no name. “Many are called,

but few are chosen.” They fell away from grace because

they never truly understood their Master’s instruction.

    Why do those who profess to follow Christ reject the

essential religion he came to establish? Jesus’ persecu-‐‑
tors made their strongest attack upon this very point.

They endeavored to hold him at the mercy of matter and

to kill him according to certain assumed material laws.

    The Pharisees claimed to know and to teach the di-‐‑
vine will, but they only hindered the success of Jesus’

mission. Even many of his students stood

in his way.

    While respecting all that is good in the Church or out

of it, one’s consecration to Christ is more on the ground

of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we

cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and by understanding

more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we

are enabled to heal the sick and to triumph over sin.

    Remember, thou Christian martyr, it is enough if

thou art found worthy to unloose the sandals of thy

Master’s feet! To suppose that persecution

for righteousness’ sake belongs to the past,

and that Christianity to-day is at peace with the world

because it is honored by sects and societies, is to mis-‐‑
take the very nature of religion. Error repeats itself.

The trials encountered by prophet, disciple, and apostle,

“of whom the world was not worthy,” await, in some

form, every pioneer of truth.

    There is too much animal courage in society and not

sufficient moral courage. Christians must take up arms

against error at home and abroad. They must grapple

with sin in themselves and in others, and

continue this warfare until they have finished

their course. If they keep the faith, they will have the

crown of rejoicing.
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We must resolve to
take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to
work and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We
must “pray without ceasing.” Such prayer is an-‐‑
swered, in so far as we put our desires into practice.
The Master’s injunction is, that we pray in secret and
let our lives attest our sincerity.
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One must fulfil
one’s mission without timidity or dissimulation, for to be
well done, the work must be done unselfishly. Christianity
will never be based on a divine Principle and so found to
be unerring, until its absolute Science is reached.

484:1

Qualities of

thought

    Moral courage is “the lion of the tribe of Juda,” the
king of the mental realm. Free and fearless it roams in
the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open
field, or rests in “green pastures, . . . beside
the still waters.” In the figurative transmission from the
divine thought to the human, diligence, promptness, and
perseverance are likened to “the cattle upon a thousand
hills.” They carry the baggage of stern resolve, and
keep pace with highest purpose.
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The one real

power

    We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance
upon that which is false and grasp the true. We are not
Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ.
    Moral and spiritual might belong to Spirit, who holds
the “wind in His fists;” and this teaching accords with
Science and harmony. In Science, you can
have no power opposed to God, and the physi-‐‑
cal senses must give up their false testimony. Your in-‐‑
fluence for good depends upon the weight you throw into
the right scale. The good you do and embody gives you
the only power obtainable. Evil is not power.
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When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need
of what they have not, they will be receptive of divine
Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from
material sense, removes thought from the body, and ele-‐‑
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vates even mortal mind to the contemplation of some-‐‑
thing better than disease or sin.24

Spiritual

awakening

    Lulled by stupefying illusions, the world is asleep
in the cradle of infancy, dreaming away the hours.
Material sense does not unfold the facts of
existence; but spiritual sense lifts human
consciousness into eternal Truth.
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    The Scriptures say, “They that wait upon the Lord
. . . shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint.” The meaning of that passage is not
perverted by applying it literally to moments of fatigue,
for the moral and physical are as one in their results.
When we wake to the truth of being, all disease,
pain, weakness, weariness, sorrow, sin, death, will be
unknown, and the mortal dream will forever cease. My
method of treating fatigue applies to all bodily ailments,
since Mind should be, and is, supreme, absolute, and
final.
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    To the Christian Science healer, sickness is a dream
from which the patient needs to be awakened.21

    If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striv-‐‑
ing to enter in. He constantly turns away from ma-‐‑
terial sense, and looks towards the imperishable things
of Spirit. If honest, he will be in earnest from the
start, and gain a little each day in the right direction,
till at last he finishes his course with joy.
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