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The Works of Jesus
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Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two
of his disciples,

And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for
another?

Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things
which ye do hear and see:

The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them.

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

24

27

¶ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels;
and then he shall reward every man according to his works.
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¶ And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there
went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

¶ And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up
for to read.

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And
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when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat
down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened
on him.

And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your
ears.
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AFTER these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them
two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself
would come.

Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest.

Go your ways:

And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things
as are set before you:

And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you.

¶ And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils
are subject unto us through thy name.

And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt
you.

Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you;
but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.
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AND as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.

And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his
parents, that he was born blind?

Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the
works of God should be made manifest in him.

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day:

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the
spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by
interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came
seeing.
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Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the
words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I
do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do;
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Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said
unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?

Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and
for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the
truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?

31 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his
wonderful works to the children of men!

27 Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy
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wondrous works.
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THE preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is
from the LORD.

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth
the spirits.

Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

    Why are the words of Jesus more frequently cited
for our instruction than are his remarkable works? Is
it not because there are few who have gained a true
knowledge of the great import to Christianity of those
works?
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The question, What is Truth, is answered by
demonstration, — by healing both disease and sin; and
this demonstration shows that Christian healing con-‐‑
fers the most health and makes the best men.15

Pilate’s question

    Pale in the presence of his own momentous question,
“What is Truth,” Pilate was drawn into acquiescence
with the demands of Jesus’ enemies. Pilate
was ignorant of the consequences of his awful
decision against human rights and divine Love, knowing
not that he was hastening the final demonstration of what
life is and of what the true knowledge of God can do for
man.
    The women at the cross could have answered Pilate’s
question. They knew what had inspired their devotion,
winged their faith, opened the eyes of their understand-‐‑
ing, healed the sick, cast out evil, and caused the disciples
to say to their Master: “Even the devils are subject
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4. SH 94:17-18

5. SH 209:31-1

6. SH 210:5-18
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Students’

ingratitude

unto us through thy name.”

    Where were the seventy whom Jesus sent forth? Were

all conspirators save eleven? Had they forgotten the

great exponent of God? Had they so soon lost

sight of his mighty works, his toils, privations,

sacrifices, his divine patience, sublime courage, and unre-‐‑
quited affection?
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    The progress of truth confirms its claims, and our

Master confirmed his words by his works.18

    Spiritual sense is a conscious, constant capacity to un-‐‑
derstand God. It shows the superiority of faith by works

over faith in words.210:1

Jesus’ disregard

of matter

    The Principle and proof of Christianity are discerned

by spiritual sense. They are set forth in Jesus’ demon-‐‑
strations, which show — by his healing the

sick, casting out evils, and destroying death,

“the last enemy that shall be destroyed,” —
his disregard of matter and its so-called laws.

    Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever

manifested through man, the Master healed the sick,

gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the

lame, thus bringing to light the scientific action of the

divine Mind on human minds and bodies and giving

a better understanding of Soul and salvation. Jesus

healed sickness and sin by one and the same metaphysical

process.
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Jesus’ works

established his claim to the Messiahship. In

reply to John’s inquiry, “Art thou he that should come,”

Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works
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instead of referring to his doctrine, confident that this

exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully an-‐‑
swer the question. Hence his reply: “Go and show

John again those things which ye do hear and see: the

blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers

are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,

and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And

blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In

other words, he gave his benediction to any one who

should not deny that such effects, coming from divine

Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle

which brings out all harmony.
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    While respecting all that is good in the Church or out

of it, one’s consecration to Christ is more on the ground

of demonstration than of profession.
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The

demonstration

lost and found

    Jesus demonstrated the power of Christian Science to

heal mortal minds and bodies. But this power was lost

sight of, and must again be spiritually dis-‐‑
cerned, taught, and demonstrated according

to Christ’s command, with “signs following.”

Its Science must be apprehended by as many as believe

on Christ and spiritually understand Truth.
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Example for our

salvation

     His consummate example was for the salvation of us

all, but only through doing the works which he did and

taught others to do. His purpose in healing

was not alone to restore health, but to demon-‐‑
strate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by

Truth and Love, in all that he said and did.
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A demonstra-‐‑
tion of the facts of Soul in Jesus’ way resolves the dark
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12. SH 26:28-32

13. SH 342:21

14. SH xi:9

Vision openingvisions of material sense into harmony and
immortality. Man’s privilege at this supreme
moment is to prove the words of our Master: “If a man
keep my saying, he shall never see death.” To divest
thought of false trusts and material evidences in order
that the spiritual facts of being may appear, — this is
the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep
away the false and give place to the true.
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    Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief.
It was the divine Principle of all real being which he
taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no
form or system of religion and worship, but Christian
Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.
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Argument of
good works

    Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the
infidel, and raises from the couch of pain the helpless
invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of
Truth, and they answer with rejoicing. It
causes the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the blind
to see. Who would be the first to disown the Christli-‐‑
ness of good works, when our Master says, “By their
fruits ye shall know them”?
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    The physical healing of Christian Science results
now, as in Jesus’ time, from the operation of divine
Principle, before which sin and disease lose their real-‐‑
ity in human consciousness and disappear as naturally
and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and
sin to reformation. Now, as then, these mighty works
are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are
the sign of Immanuel, or “God with us,” — a divine
influence ever present in human consciousness and re-‐‑
peating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime,
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15. SH 350:6, 24-7
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To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense],

And recovering of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty them that are bruised.21

Both words and

works

The divine life-

link

Truth a present

help

    To understand all our Master’s sayings as recorded

in the New Testament, sayings infinitely important,

his followers must grow into that stature of

manhood in Christ Jesus which enables them

to interpret his spiritual meaning. Then they know

how Truth casts out error and heals the sick. His

words were the offspring of his deeds, both of which

must be understood. Unless the works are com-‐‑
prehended which his words explained, the words are

blind.

    “The Word was made flesh.” Divine Truth must be

known by its effects on the body as well as on the mind,

before the Science of being can be demon-‐‑
strated. Hence its embodiment in the incar-‐‑
nate Jesus, — that life-link forming the connection through

which the real reaches the unreal, Soul rebukes sense, and

Truth destroys error.

    In Jewish worship the Word was materially explained,

and the spiritual sense was scarcely perceived. The

religion which sprang from half-hidden Israelitish history

was pedantic and void of healing power. When we lose

faith in God’s power to heal, we distrust the

divine Principle which demonstrates Christian

Science, and then we cannot heal the sick. Neither can

we heal through the help of Spirit, if we plant ourselves

on a material basis.
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Spiritualized

consciousness

    Become conscious for a single moment that Life and

intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in nor of

matter, — and the body will then utter no

complaints. If suffering from a belief in

sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow
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is turned into joy when the body is controlled by spir-‐‑
itual Life, Truth, and Love.
    Entirely separate from the belief and dream of mate-‐‑
rial living, is the Life divine, revealing spiritual under-‐‑
standing and the consciousness of man’s dominion
over the whole earth. This understanding casts out
error and heals the sick, and with it you can speak
“as one having authority.”
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Loving God
supremely

    If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the
way of God’s appointing. Jesus said, “He that believeth
on me, the works that I do shall he do also.”
He, who would reach the source and find the
divine remedy for every ill, must not try to climb the hill
of Science by some other road. All nature teaches God’s
love to man, but man cannot love God supremely and set
his whole affections on spiritual things, while loving the
material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual.
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Condition of
progress

    We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself:
Am I living the life that approaches the supreme good?
Am I demonstrating the healing power of
Truth and Love? If so, then the way will
grow brighter “unto the perfect day.” Your fruits
will prove what the understanding of God brings to man.
Hold perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual
idea, the Holy Ghost and Christ, which enables you to
demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the rule of healing,
based upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying, over-‐‑
lying, and encompassing all true being.
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