WEDNESDAY EVENING READINGS
“Beyond the Veil of Matter”
February 20, 2019
Hymns: 297, 7, 109
The Bible
&
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
PSALMS
119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things…
GENESIS
1:3,31 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light…God saw every thing that he had
made, and, behold, it was very good.
2:6,21 But there went up a mist from the earth…And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept:
SH 306:32–2
The parent of all human discord was the Adam-dream, the deep sleep, in which originated the
delusion that life and intelligence proceeded from and passed into matter.
SH 556:18
Sleep is darkness, but God's creative mandate was, “Let there be light.” In sleep, cause and effect
are mere illusions. They seem to be something, but are not. Oblivion and dreams, not realities,
come with sleep. Even so goes on the Adam-belief, of which mortal and material life is the
dream.
SH 596:28
Veil. A cover; concealment; hiding; hypocrisy.
EXODUS
34:30-33 And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face
shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. And Moses called unto them; ...And till Moses
had done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face.
II CORINTHIANS (J.B. Phillips)
3:7,14-16, 18 The administration of the Law which was engraved in stone…was so magnificent
that the Israelites were unable to look unflinchingly at Moses’ face, for it was alight with
heavenly splendor…it was their minds really which were blinded, for even today when the old
agreement is read to them there is still a veil over their minds—though the veil has actually been
lifted by Christ. Yes, alas, even to this day there is still a veil over their hearts when the writings
of Moses are read. Yet if they “turned to the Lord” the veil would disappear…
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DEUTERONOMY (Amplified Bible)
29:2-4 Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “You have seen all that the LORD did before
your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his servants, and to all his land; the great trials
[of Pharaoh] which your eyes have seen, the signs and those great wonders. Yet to this day
the LORD has not given you a heart and mind to understand, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear.
ISAIAH
29:10-14 For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your
eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. And the vision of all is become
unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying,
Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: And the book is delivered to him
that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned. Wherefore the
Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do
honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the
precept of men: Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people,
even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.
SH 543:8-15
The five corporeal senses cannot take cognizance of Spirit. They cannot come into His presence,
and must dwell in dreamland, until mortals arrive at the understanding that material life, with all
its sin, sickness, and death, is an illusion, against which divine Science is engaged in a warfare of
extermination.
SH 190:17
This mortal seeming is temporal; it never merges into immortal being, but finally disappears, and
immortal man, spiritual and eternal, is found to be the real man.
SH 203:13
Spiritual perception brings out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on aught but God, and
so makes man the image of his Maker in deed and in truth.
II KINGS
6:8-17 the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such
and such a place shall be my camp. And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying,
Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down. And the king of
Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself
there, not once nor twice. Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this
thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the
king of Israel? And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that
is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. And he
said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying,
Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they
came by night, and compassed the city about. And when the servant of the man of God was risen
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his
servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they
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that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he
saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.
SH 586:3–6
Eyes. Spiritual discernment, — not material but mental. Jesus said, thinking of the outward
vision, “Having eyes, see ye not?” (Mark viii. 18.)
SH 14:12–15
Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither
in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints.
SH 215:15–18, 22–23
We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to
be only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the
appearance of reality…With its divine proof, Science reverses the evidence of material sense.
SH 123:11
The verity of Mind shows conclusively how it is that matter seems to be, but is not. Divine
Science, rising above physical theories, excludes matter, resolves things into thoughts, and
replaces the objects of material sense with spiritual ideas.
MATTHEW
13:10-17...the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He
answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.
Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not,
neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:
For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. But blessed are
your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, That many
prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those things which ye hear and have not heard them.
I CORINTHIANS (Revised Standard Version)
2:11-14 For what person knows a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him?
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand
the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.[a]
The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and
he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
1:27…God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise,
3

SH 236:28
Jesus loved little children because of their freedom from wrong and their receptiveness of right.
While age is halting between two opinions or battling with false beliefs, youth makes easy and
rapid strides towards Truth.
REVELATION
5:1-5 I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the
backside, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who
is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in earth,
neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. And I wept much,
because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. And one
of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David,
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
21:1–4 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great
voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
SH 573:3-9
The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot see, —
that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of Holy Writ sustains the fact in
Science, that the heavens and earth to one human consciousness, that consciousness which God
bestows, are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined human mind, the vision is material.
SH 561:16
John saw the human and divine coincidence, shown in the man Jesus, as divinity embracing
humanity in Life and its demonstration, — reducing to human perception and understanding the
Life which is God. In divine revelation, material and corporeal selfhood disappear, and the
spiritual idea is understood.
SH 40:31
The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the
anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has
passed before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of
the righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart
from material sense into the spiritual sense of being.
SH 572:12
Love fulfils the law of Christian Science, and nothing short of this divine Principle, understood
and demonstrated, can ever furnish the vision of the Apocalypse, open the seven seals of error
with Truth, or uncover the myriad illusions of sin, sickness, and death. Under the supremacy of
Spirit, it will be seen and acknowledged that matter must disappear.
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SH 261:2
Look away from the body into Truth and Love, the Principle of all happiness, harmony, and
immortality. Hold thought steadfastly to the enduring, the good, and the true, and you will bring
these into your experience proportionably to their occupancy of your thoughts.
SH 14:25-28
Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine, revealing
spiritual understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the whole earth.
ISAIAH
25:7 he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the veil
that is spread over all nations.
40:5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together:
JOHN
14:2 I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
SH 288:27
Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, forever unlimited by the mortal
senses. The Christ-element in the Messiah made him the Way-shower, Truth and Life.
SH 108:19
When apparently near the confines of mortal existence, standing already within the shadow of
the death-valley, I learned these truths in divine Science: that all real being is in God, the divine
Mind, and that Life, Truth, and Love are all-powerful and ever-present; that the opposite of
Truth, — called error, sin, sickness, disease, death, — is the false testimony of false material
sense, of mind in matter; that this false sense evolves, in belief, a subjective state of mortal mind
which this same so-called mind names matter, thereby shutting out the true sense of Spirit.
SH 324:13
The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God is the only Life. It is a
warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, sickness, and death, either here or
hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, or life in God.
SH 263:7-10
Mortals must look beyond fading, finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things. Where
shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable realm of Mind?
SH 171:4
Through discernment of the spiritual opposite of materiality, even the way through Christ, Truth,
man will reopen with the key of divine Science the gates of Paradise which human beliefs have
closed, and will find himself unfallen, upright, pure, and free, not needing to consult almanacs
for the probabilities either of his life or of the weather, not needing to study brainology to learn
how much of a man he is.
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SUPPLEMENTAL READING
“Rending the Veil of matter”
By Gladys C. Girard
The Christian Science Sentinel - December 1943
…In the measure that we work to pierce the veil of matter with spiritual understanding shall we
become increasingly free from matter's claims of pain, lack, obstruction, heaviness, presence,
and power. The spiritual enlightenment, the illumination of consciousness, which is needed to
accomplish this, is available for all in Christian Science. Throughout our Leader's writings we
are told, with great variety of statement and proof, that matter is but mortal mind objectified.
When matter is seen and acknowledged as such, then correction of wrong thinking will destroy
whatever error is claiming to be present. "The last act of the tragedy on Calvary rent the veil of
matter, and unveiled Love's great legacy to mortals: Love forgiving its enemies," states Mary
Baker Eddy (Mis 124). …matter is but a veil or mistiness of concept—not something to stand in
awe of or for one single moment to consider as substance or something real. As long as mortal
mind can hide behind the veil of matter it will deceive mortals and direct them in the wrong path,
focusing attention upon matter instead of the real culprit, mortal mind… through the
manifestation and reflection of Love and its essential qualities, we individually can rend the veil
of materiality and win perfection….

“PROSE WORKS”
By Mary Baker Eddy
“When from the lips of Truth one mighty breath
Shall, like a whirlwind, scatter in its breeze
The whole dark pile of human mockeries;
Then shall the reign of Mind commence on earth,
And starting fresh, as from a second birth,
Man in the sunshine of the world's new spring,
Shall walk transparent like some holy thing.”
(Mis. 51:22)
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