
WEDNESDAY NIGHT READINGS 
“THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS” 

October 4, 2017 

Hymns: 49, 423, 19 
 

THE BIBLE 
 

DANIEL 
 
9:9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, … 

GENESIS 
 
50:14 And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury 
his father… 
15 And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will 
peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 
18 And his brethren …went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy 
servants. 
19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 
20 …ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive. 
21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, 
and spake kindly unto them. 
 
LUKE 
 
17:3 …If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 
4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to 
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 
 
MARK 
 
11:25 …forgive, if ye have aught against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may 
forgive you your trespasses. 
 
LUKE 
 
6:37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven 
7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat 
in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 
38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. 
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39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This 
man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that 
toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 
40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, 
Master, say on. 
41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. 
42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of 
them will love him most? 
43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, 
Thou hast rightly judged. 
44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and 
wiped them with the hairs of her head. 
46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 
47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 
 
ROMANS 
 
8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
 
II CORINTHIANS (J.B. Phillips translation) 
 
16-21 …our knowledge of men can no longer be based on their outward lives (indeed, even 
though we knew Christ as a man we do not know him like that any longer). For if a man is in 
Christ he becomes a new person altogether—the past is finished and gone, everything has 
become fresh and new. All this is God’s doing, for he has reconciled us to himself through Jesus 
Christ; and he has made us agents of the reconciliation. 
 
LUKE 
 
15: 11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to 
me. And he divided unto them his living. 
13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 
country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 
14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. 
15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to 
feed swine. 
16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave 
unto him. 
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17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my fathers have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, 
19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 
 
I JOHN 
 
1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
LUKE 
 
15:20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 
21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son. 
22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring 
on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 
24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. 
 
EPHESIANS 
 
4:31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: 
32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you. 
 
MATTHEW 
 
6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you 
 
COLOSIANS 
 
3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
 
JOEL (Living Bible) 
 
2: 23 Rejoice, O people of Jerusalem, rejoice in the Lord your God! For the rains he sends are 
tokens of forgiveness. Once more the autumn rains will come, as well as those of spring.  
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24 The threshing floors will pile high again with wheat, and the presses overflow with olive oil 
and wine.  
25 “And I will give you back the crops the locusts ate!—my great destroying army that I sent 
against you. 
 
REVELATION 
 
21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 
5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
 

SCIENCE & HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 

 
SH 1:1-4 
 
The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are 
possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love.  
 
SH 60:8 
 
A mother’s affection cannot be weaned from her child, because the mother-love includes purity 
and constancy, both of which are immortal. Therefore maternal affection lives on under whatever 
difficulties. 
 
SH 6:17 
 
"God is Love." More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go. To 
suppose that God forgives or punishes sin according as His mercy is sought or unsought, is to 
misunderstand Love and to make prayer the safety-valve for wrong-doing. 
 
SH 17:6-7 
 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And Love is reflected in love; 
 
SH 362:1-7 
 
It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a 
certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they 
were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A 
"strange woman" came in.  
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SH 363:10 
 
Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his host, --that they were 
wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect the woman's immoral 
status and bid her depart, ---knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a short story or parable. He 
described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who were released from their 
obligations by their common creditor. "Which of them will love him most?" was the Master's 
question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, "He to whom he forgave most." Jesus 
approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable 
declaration to the woman, "Thy sins are forgiven." 
 
SH 476:32-4 
 
Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears 
to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, and this correct view of man 
healed the sick. 
 
SH 40:8-12 
 
Divine Science adjusts the balance as Jesus adjusted it. Science removes the penalty only by first 
removing the sin which incurs the penalty. This is my sense of divine pardon, which I understand 
to mean God’s method of destroying sin.  
 
SH 298:4-12 
 
As a cloud hides the sun it cannot extinguish, so false belief silences for a while the voice of 
immutable harmony, but false belief cannot destroy Science armed with faith, hope, and fruition. 
 
What is termed material sense can report only a mortal temporary sense of things, whereas 
spiritual sense can bear witness only to Truth. To material sense, the unreal is the real until this 
sense is corrected by Christian Science. 
 
SH 495:14 
 
When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His idea. Allow 
nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought. Let neither fear nor doubt overshadow your 
clear sense and calm trust, that the recognition of life harmonious — as Life eternally is — can 
destroy any painful sense of, or belief in, that which Life is not. Let Christian Science, instead of 
corporeal sense, support your understanding of being, and this understanding will supplant error 
with Truth, replace mortality with immortality, and silence discord with harmony. 
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SH 40:31-9 (to ,) 
 
The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the 
anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has 
passed before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of 
the righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart 
from material sense into the spiritual sense of being. 
 
The God-inspired walk calmly on though it be with bleeding footprints, … 
 
  

ADDITIONAL READING 

“Be a good Samaritan to yourself” 

by Alfred F. Schneider 

April 27, 1974 Christian Science Sentinel 

“Christ Jesus admonished us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Is there a neighbor nearer to us 
than this human sense of self? And do we not sometimes neglect to bind up our own wounds? 
We must watch that we are not robbed of our inspiration by neglecting ourselves... 

...Sometimes in human life we make regrettable mistakes. Still, there is bound to be a blessing if 
we are willing to learn from the experience. The Christ, Truth, reveals this blessing to our 
purified consciousness. By lifting our thought to God, good, turning from the seeming discord to 
the truth that man is always in the presence of God, expressing the joy and confidence that are 
our spiritual heritage, we shall find unerring guidance for every aspect of our human experience. 
That we have made mistakes in the past is no reason for our not going forward today, assured of 
the Father's loving care. The harmony of Life is never interrupted by human mistakes… 

We need patience with ourselves that our failures and follies do not rob us of the inner light. A 
willingness to forgive ourselves and to regard ourselves compassionately is a good step toward 
overcoming self-condemnation. Perseverance in the truth will enable us to gain the victory over 
discouragement and despair… 

Expectancy of good, knowing that there is but one power, the all-power of God, places us 
directly under the control of divine wisdom. Thus we will gain the victory over every adverse 
situation and receive the divine blessing: "Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord." 


