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Forgiveness and love 

 

Hymns 126, 32, 163 

 

THE HOLY BIBLE 

  

Luke 11:1, 2, 4 
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples came 
to him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” Jesus 
said, “This is how you should pray: Father, . . . forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Luke 6:37 
Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will 
all come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven. 

  

Mark 11:25 
[W]hen you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so 
that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too. 

  

Matt. 7:3-5 
[W]hy worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? 
How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck 
in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get 
rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the 
speck in your friend’s eye. 

  

Matt. 18:21-30, 32-33, 35 
Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone 
who sins against me? Seven times?” 
“No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven! 



“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to 
bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. 
[O]ne of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars.[k] He 
couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his 
children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 
“But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient 
with me, and I will pay it all.’ 27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and 
he released him and forgave his debt. 
“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few 
thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 
“His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He 
had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 
“When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to 
the king and told him everything that had happened. Then the king called in the 
man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous 
debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow 
servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ . . . . [F]orgive your brothers and sisters from 
your heart.” 

  

John 3:17 
God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him. 

  

John 13:1, 2, 4, 5, 12, 14-15 
Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come . . . . the devil 
had already prompted Judas, son of Iscariot, to betray Jesus. So he got up from 
the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist and . . . . began to 
wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. After 
washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you 
understand what I was doing? You call me Techer and Lord, and you are right, 
because that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. 
Do as I have done to you. 

  



Luke 23:1, 18, 21, 33 when, 34 
Then the entire council took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. . . . [W]ith one 
voice they shouted, . . . “Crucify him! Crucify him!” When they came to a place 
called The Skull,[e] they nailed him to the cross. Jesus said, Father, forgive them, 
for they don’t know what they are doing. 

  

Acts 3:13-15 
This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate, despite 
Pilate’s decision to release him. You rejected this holy, righteous one . . . but God 
raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this fact! 

  

Phil. 3:13-15 
[D]ear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: 
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the 
end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 
Jesus, is calling us. Let all who are spiritually mature agree on these things. 

  

Eph. 4:31-32 
Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types 
of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

  

I John 4:7, 12 
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. . . . 
God is love. . . . if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to 
full expression in us. 

 

SCIENCE & HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES by Mary Baker Eddy 
 
SH 35:19-20 
Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love. 
 
SH 572:6 



“Love one another” (I John, iii. 23), is the most simple and profound counsel of 
the inspired writer. In Science we are children of God; but whatever is of material 
sense, or mortal, belongs not to His children, for materiality is the inverted image 
of spirituality. 
 
SH 463:12-13 
A spiritual idea has not a single element of error, and this truth removes properly 
whatever is offensive. 

  

SH 476:32-5 
Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning 
mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own 
likeness, and this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the 
kingdom of God is intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy. 

  

SH 542:19-22 
Let Truth uncover and destroy error in God’s own way, and let human justice 
pattern the divine. Sin will receive its full penalty, both for what it is and for what 
it does. 

  

SH 369:31-32 
It is error even to murmur or to be angry over sin. 

  

SH 48:17-23 
Judas had the world’s weapons. Jesus had not one of them, and chose not the 
world’s means of defence. “He opened not his mouth.” The great demonstrator of 
Truth and Love was silent before envy and hate. Peter would have smitten the 
enemies of his Master, but Jesus forbade him, thus rebuking resentment or 
animal courage. 

  

SH 327:8-10 
What a pitiful sight is malice, finding pleasure in revenge! Evil is sometimes a 
man’s highest conception of right, until his grasp on good grows stronger. 



  

SH 33:18 
When the human element in him struggled with the divine, our great Teacher 
said: “Not my will, but Thine, be done!” — that is, Let not the flesh, but the Spirit, 
be represented in me. This is the new understanding of spiritual Love. It gives all 
for Christ, or Truth. It blesses its enemies, heals the sick, casts out error, raises the 
dead from trespasses and sins, and preaches the gospel to the poor, the meek in 
heart. 

  

SH 454:9-10, 17 
Human hate has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned. Love 
for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. . . . Wait 
patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the 
perfect concept. Patience must “have her perfect work.” 

  

SH 8:28-32 
We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the 
heart, for in this way only can we learn what we honestly are. If a friend informs 
us of a fault, do we listen patiently to the rebuke and credit what is said? 

  

SH 9:5 
The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our 
neighbor better because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, satisfied 
with having prayed for something better, though we give no evidence of the 
sincerity of our requests by living consistently with our prayer? If selfishness has 
given place to kindness, we shall regard our neighbor unselfishly, and bless them 
that curse us; but we shall never meet this great duty simply by asking that it may 
be done. There is a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our 
hope and faith. 

  

SH 43:32 (only) 
Love must triumph over hate. 

  



SH 24:27-28 
The efficacy of the crucifixion lay in the practical affection and goodness it 
demonstrated for mankind. 

  

SH 25:26 
Implicit faith in the Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow on him, will 
never alone make us imitators of him. We must go and do likewise, else we are 
not improving the great blessings which our Master worked and suffered to 
bestow upon us. The divinity of the Christ was made manifest in the humanity of 
Jesus. 

  

SH 57:22-24 
Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even though it meet no return. Love 
enriches the nature, enlarging, purifying, and elevating it. 

  

SH 54:8-13 
Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant 
themselves in Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-
bought treasures into empty or sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration 
of Jesus’ intense human sacrifice. 

  

SH 572:12-17 
Love fulfils the law of Christian Science, and nothing short of this divine Principle, 
understood and demonstrated, can ever furnish the vision of the Apocalypse, 
open the seven seals of error with Truth, or uncover the myriad illusions of sin, 
sickness, and death. 

  

CHAPTER ON FRUITAGE: SH 684:25-686:9 
My little girl, some ten months old, was afflicted with constipation. . . . I had tried 
all the usual remedies in such cases, but it seemed to grow more obstinate. There 
was a Christian Scientist living in the same house with us, a Scientist who let her 
light shine, and while she said little, I felt the reflection of Love. I had no 
knowledge of the teachings of Christian Science, save that God was the physician 



at all times. In my own way I believed He was all-powerful, and I said to my 
husband one day, “I am through with medicine for baby. I am just going to leave 
her in God’s care and see what He will do. I have done all I can.” I did as I said, laid 
my burden at God’s feet, and did not pick it up again. In two days the child was 
perfectly natural, and has since been free from the trouble. She is now six years of 
age. Some months later a second test came. She woke up at nine o’clock at night 
crying and holding her ear. . . . I took up my Science and Health and Bible, but the 
more I worked the louder she screamed. Error kept suggesting material remedies, 
but I said firmly: “No; I shall not go back to error. God will help me.” Just then I 
thought of my own fear, how excessive it was, and a conversation I had with the 
Scientist who first voiced the truth to me, came to mind. She said she always 
found it helpful to treat herself and cast out her own fear before treating a 
patient. I put baby down and again took up my Science and Health, and these 
were the words I read: — 
“Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems the 
material condition to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be our faith and 
the purer our love. The Apostle John says: ‘There is no fear in Love, but perfect 
Love casteth out fear’ ” (Science and Health, p. 410). I looked up, the crying had 
ceased, the child was smiling, and in a few minutes asked to be put to bed. There 
has been no further trouble of that kind. 
I have since seen the power of Truth overcome error of many forms, including 
croup, whooping-cough, tonsilitis, etc. I am thankful for all these proofs, but far 
more grateful am I for the spiritual teaching to love, to forgive, to curb my 
tongue, and cease my criticism.  —  M. A. H., Brockton, Mass. 

  

SH 35:19-20 
Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love. 

  

 


