
Praying for Righteousness in Our Leaders 

Wednesday, Oct. 19 

Hymns 269, 109, 324 

  

  

Matt. 5:1-2, 6 
And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 
disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, … 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled. 

 

Matt. 6:21, 24-25, 33 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

No man can serve two masters. . . . Therefore I say unto you, . . .  seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness . . . . 

  

Matt. 7: 7 
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you: 

  

I Kings 3:5-7, 9-12 (GNT) 
 That night the LORD appeared to him in a dream and asked him, “What would you 

like me to give you?” 

Solomon answered, “You always showed great love for my father David, your 

servant, and he was good, loyal, and honest in his relation with you. And you have 

continued to show him your great and constant love by giving him a son who 

today rules in his place. O LORD God, you have let me succeed my father as king, 

even though I am very young and don't know how to rule. 



So give me the wisdom I need to rule your people with justice and to know the 

difference between good and evil. Otherwise, how would I ever be able to rule 

this great people of yours?” 

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this, and so he said to him, 

“Because you have asked for the wisdom to rule justly, instead of long life for 

yourself or riches or the death of your enemies, I will do what you have asked. I 

will give you more wisdom and understanding than anyone has ever had before 

or will ever have again. 

 

  

Matt. 22:2-3, 5, 8 (Phillips) 

“The kingdom of Heaven,” he said, “is like a king who arranged a wedding for his 

son. He sent his servants to summon those who had been invited to the 

festivities, but they refused to come. Then he tried again; he sent some more 

servants, saying to them, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Here is my wedding-

breakfast all ready, my bullocks and fat cattle have been slaughtered and 

everything is prepared. Come along to the festivities.”’ But they took no notice of 

this and went off, one to his farm, and another to his business.  

Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is quite ready, but those who 

were invited were not good enough for it. So go off now to all the street corners 

and invite everyone you find there to the feast.’ So the servants went out on to 

the streets and collected together all those whom they found, bad and good alike. 

And the hall became filled with guests. But when the king came in to inspect the 

guests, he noticed among them a man not dressed for a wedding. ‘How did you 

come in here, my friend,’ he said to him, ‘without being properly dressed for the 

wedding?’ And the man had nothing to say. Then the king said to the ushers, ‘Tie 

him up and throw him out. For many are invited but few are chosen.”  

 Matt. 16: 24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow in my footsteps he 

must give up all right to himself, take up his cross and follow me. For the man 

who wants to save his life will lose it; but the man who loses his life for my sake 



will find it. For what good is it for a man to gain the whole world at the price of his 

own soul? What could a man offer to buy back his soul once he had lost it? 

  

Luke 9:57, 61-62 

J.B. Phillips New Testament (PHILLIPS) 

57 As the little company made its way along the road, a man said to him, “I’m 

going to follow you wherever you go.” 

61 Another man said to him, “I am going to follow you, Lord, but first let me bid 

farewell to my people at home.” 

62 But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts his hand to the plough and then looks 

behind him is useless for the kingdom of God.” 

John 9:39 
For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see. 

  

Hebrews 3:14-15J.B. Phillips New Testament (PHILLIPS) 
 

You should therefore be most careful, my brothers, that there should not be in 

any of you that wickedness of heart which refuses to trust, and deserts the cause 

of the living God. Help each other to stand firm in the faith every day, while it is 

still called “today”, and beware that none of you becomes deaf and blind to God 

through the delusive glamour of sin. For we continue to share in all that Christ has 

for us so long as we steadily maintain until the end the trust with which we 

began. These words are still being said for our ears to hear: ‘Today, if you will 

hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion’. 

Hebrews 10:35-38 J.B. Phillips New Testament (PHILLIPS) 

You must never forget those past days when you had received the light and went 

through such a great and painful struggle. It was partly because everyone’s eye 

was on you as you endured harsh words and hard experiences, partly because you 

threw in your lot with those who suffered much the same. You sympathised with 



those who were put in prison and you were cheerful when your own goods were 

confiscated, for you knew that you had a much more solid and lasting treasure in 

Heaven. Don’t throw away your trust now—it carries with it a rich reward in the 

world to come. Patient endurance is what you need if, after doing God’s will, you 

are to receive what he has promised. ‘For yet a little while, and he who is coming 

will come and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws 

back, my soul has no pleasure in him’. 

 

 

And from Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

SH 125: 16-18 
Reflecting God’s government, man is self-governed. When subordinate 
to the divine Spirit, man cannot be controlled by sin. 
 
SH 225: 2-4 
Whatever enslaves man is opposed to the divine government. Truth makes 
man free. 
 
SH 13:20-24 
If we pray to God as a corporeal person, this will prevent us from relinquishing the 
human doubts and fears which attend such a belief, and so we cannot grasp the 
wonders wrought by infinite, incorporeal Love, to whom all things are possible. 
 

SH 258: 27-30 

 Never born and never dying, it were impossible for man, under the government 

of God in eternal Science, to fall from his high estate. 

 
S&H 404: 5-27 
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in 
abeyance with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and 
to overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you 
would not cherish an army of conspirators against health, happiness, and success. 
They will deliver you to the judge, the arbiter of truth against error. The 



judge will deliver you to justice, and the sentence of the moral law will be 
executed upon mortal mind and body. Both will be manacled until the last 
farthing is paid, — until you have balanced your account with God. “Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.” The good man finally can overcome his fear 
of sin. This is sin’s necessity, — to destroy itself. Immortal man demonstrates the 
government of God, good, in which is no power to sin. It were better to be 
exposed to every plague on earth than to endure the cumulative effects of a 
guilty conscience. The abiding consciousness of wrong-doing tends to destroy the 
ability to do right. If sin is not regretted and is not lessening, then it is hastening 
on to physical and moral doom. 
 
SH 12:1 
“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,” says the Scripture. What is this healing 
prayer? A mere request that God will heal the sick has no power to gain more of 
the divine presence than is always at hand. The beneficial effect of such prayer for 
the sick is on the human mind, making it act more powerfully on the body 
through a blind faith in God. This, however, is one belief casting out another, — a 
belief in the unknown casting out a belief in sickness. It is neither Science nor 
Truth which acts through blind belief, nor is it the human understanding of the 
divine healing Principle as manifested in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep 
and conscientious protests of Truth, — of man’s likeness to God and of man’s 
unity with Truth and Love. 

  

SH 3:12 
The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and 
likeness of the patient, tender, and true, the One “altogether lovely;” but to 
understand God is the work of eternity, and demands absolute consecration of 
thought, energy, and desire. 

  

SH 8:28-30 
We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the 
heart, for in this way only can we learn what we honestly are. 

  

SH 4:3 



What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed 
in patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our 
Master and follow his example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy 
evidence of our gratitude for all that he has done. Outward worship is not of itself 
sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has said: “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments.” 

  

SH 448:26-28 
If the student adheres strictly to the teachings of Christian Science and ventures 
not to break its rules, he cannot fail of success in healing. 

  

SH 4:12-22 
The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made 
manifest in the blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged 
in audible words, attest our worthiness to be partakers of Love. 
Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing 
to be better and holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to 
assimilate more of the divine character, will mould and fashion us anew, until we 
awake in His likeness. 

  

SH 10:5-6, 14-15 
The world must grow to the spiritual understanding of prayer. 
Seeking is not sufficient. It is striving that enables us to enter. 

  

SH 9:17-25 (to 2nd ,) 
Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind”? This command includes much, even the surrender of all merely 
material sensation, affection, and worship. This is the El Dorado of Christianity. It 
involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the divine control of Spirit, in 
which Soul is our master, and material sense and human will have no place. 
Are you willing to leave all for Christ, for Truth? 

  

SH 367:10-16 



This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not “for the loaves and fishes,” nor, 
like the Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like 
Mary Magdalene, from the summit of devout consecration, with the oil of 
gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with tears of repentance and with those 
hairs all numbered by the Father. 

  

SH 261:32 
Good demands of man every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. 
Consecration to good does not lessen man’s dependence on God, but heightens 
it. Neither does consecration diminish man’s obligations to God, but shows the 
paramount necessity of meeting them. 

  

  


