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Hymns 267,59,324
Luke 4:1-12 Jesus

SH 7:1-6
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Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by
the Spirit into the wilderness,

Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat
nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.

And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this
stone that it be made bread.

And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of God.

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory
of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.

If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve.

And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple,
and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from
hence:

For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:

And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone.

And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God.
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SH 153:31-2

SH 387:27-32

Luke 11:14-19

The only civil sentence which he had for error was,
“Get thee behind me, Satan.” Still stronger evidence
that Jesus’ reproof was pointed and pungent is found
in his own words, — showing the necessity for such
forcible utterance, when he cast out devils and healed
the sick and sinning.
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Neither
sympathy nor society should ever tempt us to cherish
error in any form, and certainly we should not be error’s
advocate.

154:1

Christian history

The history of Christianity furnishes sublime proofs
of the supporting influence and protecting power bestowed
on man by his heavenly Father, omnipotent
Mind, who gives man faith and understanding
whereby to defend himself, not only from temptation, but
from bodily suffering.
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¶ And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass,
when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered.

But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief
of the devils.

And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven.

But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom divided
against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house
falleth.

If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand?
because ye say that I cast out devils through Beelzebub.

And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them
out? therefore shall they be your judges.
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SH 564:3-4

SH 482:27-21 Error

John 8:12, 43-51

As of old, evil still charges the spiritual idea with error’s
own nature and methods.

3

Sickness
erroneous

True healing
transcendent

Terms adopted
by the author

Error will not expel error. Christian Science is the law
of Truth, which heals the sick on the basis
of the one Mind or God. It can heal in no
other way, since the human, mortal mind so-called is not
a healer, but causes the belief in disease.

Then comes the question, how do drugs, hygiene, and
animal magnetism heal? It may be affirmed that they
do not heal, but only relieve suffering tempo-
rarily, exchanging one disease for another.
We classify disease as error, which nothing but Truth or
Mind can heal, and this Mind must be divine, not human.
Mind transcends all other power, and will ultimately su-
persede all other means in healing. In order to heal by
Science, you must not be ignorant of the moral and spir-
itual demands of Science nor disobey them. Moral igno-
rance or sin affects your demonstration, and hinders its
approach to the standard in Christian Science.

After the author’s sacred discovery, she affixed the
name “Science” to Christianity, the name “error” to
corporeal sense, and the name “substance” to
Mind. Science has called the world to battle
over this issue and its demonstration, which
heals the sick, destroys error, and reveals the universal
harmony. To those natural Christian Scientists, the an-
cient worthies, and to Christ Jesus, God certainly revealed
the spirit of Christian Science, if not the absolute letter.
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12 ¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he
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SH 357:7
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that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life.

Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my
word.

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:
for he is a liar, and the father of it.

And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not
believe me?

He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not,
because ye are not of God.

Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art
a Samaritan, and hast a devil?

Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do
dishonour me.

And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see
death.

Jesus said of personified evil, that it was “a liar, and
the father of it.” Truth creates neither a lie, a capacity
to lie, nor a liar. If mankind would relinquish the belief
that God makes sickness, sin, and death, or makes man
capable of suffering on account of this malevolent triad,
the foundations of error would be sapped and error’s de-
struction ensured; but if we theoretically endow mortals
with the creativeness and authority of Deity, how dare we
attempt to destroy what He hath made, or even to deny
that God made man evil and made evil good?
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SH 554:24 Jesus

SH 51:28 His

SH 52:1-13

SH 51:19

Jesus never
intimated that God made a devil, but he did say, “Ye
are of your father, the devil.” All these sayings were to
show that mind in matter is the author of itself, and is
simply a falsity and illusion.
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His spirituality separated him
from sensuousness, and caused the selfish materialist
to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled
Jesus to heal the sick, cast out evil, and raise the
dead.
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Master’s
business

Purity’s rebuke

From early boyhood he was about his “Father’s busi-
ness.” His pursuits lay far apart from theirs. His mas-
ter was Spirit; their master was matter. He
served God; they served mammon. His affec-
tions were pure; theirs were carnal. His senses drank in
the spiritual evidence of health, holiness, and life; their
senses testified oppositely, and absorbed the material evi-
dence of sin, sickness, and death.

Their imperfections and impurity felt the ever-present
rebuke of his perfection and purity. Hence the world’s
hatred of the just and perfect Jesus, and the
prophet’s foresight of the reception error would
give him.
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Example for our

 His consummate example was for the salvation of us
all, but only through doing the works which he did and
taught others to do. His purpose in healing21

2427
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SH 52:19

Luke 8:26-39

salvationwas not alone to restore health, but to demon-
strate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by
Truth and Love, in all that he said and did. The motives
of his persecutors were pride, envy, cruelty, and vengeance,
inflicted on the physical Jesus, but aimed at the divine Prin-
ciple, Love, which rebuked their sensuality.

Saviour’s
prediction

The “man of sorrows” best understood the nothing-
ness of material life and intelligence and the mighty ac-
tuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were
the two cardinal points of Mind-healing, or
Christian Science, which armed him with Love. The high-
est earthly representative of God, speaking of human
ability to reflect divine power, prophetically said to his
disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time:
“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also;” and “These signs shall follow them that believe.”
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¶ And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against
Galilee.

And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain
man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in
any house, but in the tombs.

When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a
loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most
high? I beseech thee, torment me not.

(For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For
oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in
fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the
wilderness.)

And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion:
because many devils were entered into him.
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SH 411:13-27 (np)
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And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into
the deep.

And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and
they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he
suffered them.

Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the
herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.

When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told
it in the city and in the country.

Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found
the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of
the devils was healed.

¶ Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about
besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and
he went up into the ship, and returned back again.

Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he
might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying,

Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto
thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how
great things Jesus had done unto him.

Evils cast out

It is recorded that once Jesus asked the name of a dis-
ease, — a disease which moderns would call dementia.
The demon, or evil, replied that his name was
Legion. Thereupon Jesus cast out the evil,
and the insane man was changed and straightway be-
came whole. The Scripture seems to import that Jesus
caused the evil to be self-seen and so destroyed.

The procuring cause and foundation of all sickness is
fear, ignorance, or sin. Disease is always induced by a
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Fear as the
foundation

Unspoken
pleading

Eloquent silence

Insistence
requisite

false sense mentally entertained, not destroyed.
Disease is an image of thought externalized.
The mental state is called a material state. Whatever
is cherished in mortal mind as the physical condition is
imaged forth on the body.

Always begin your treatment by allaying the fear
of patients. Silently reassure them as to their exemp-
tion from disease and danger. Watch the re-
sult of this simple rule of Christian Science,
and you will find that it alleviates the symptoms of every
disease. If you succeed in wholly removing the fear,
your patient is healed. The great fact that God lovingly
governs all, never punishing aught but sin, is your stand-
point, from which to advance and destroy the human fear
of sickness. Mentally and silently plead the case scien-
tifically for Truth. You may vary the arguments to meet
the peculiar or general symptoms of the case you treat,
but be thoroughly persuaded in your own mind concern-
ing the truth which you think or speak, and you will be
the victor.

You may call the disease by name when you mentally
deny it; but by naming it audibly, you are liable under
some circumstances to impress it upon the
thought. The power of Christian Science and
divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to un-
clasp the hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death.

To prevent disease or to cure it, the power of Truth,
of divine Spirit, must break the dream of the material
senses. To heal by argument, find the type
of the ailment, get its name, and array your
mental plea against the physical. Argue at first men-
tally, not audibly, that the patient has no disease, and
conform the argument so as to destroy the evidence of
disease. Mentally insist that harmony is the fact, and
that sickness is a temporal dream. Realize the presence
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SH 450:29
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of health and the fact of harmonious being, until the
body corresponds with the normal conditions of health
and harmony.

Knowing the claim of
animal magnetism, that all evil combines in
the belief of life, substance, and intelligence in matter,
electricity, animal nature, and organic life, who will deny
that these are the errors which Truth must and will an-
nihilate? Christian Scientists must live under the con-
stant pressure of the apostolic command to come out from
the material world and be separate. They must re-
nounce aggression, oppression and the pride of power.
Christianity, with the crown of Love upon her brow,
must be their queen of life.
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