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Putting first things first
Wednesday, June 3, 2015

Hymns 92,455,306

1. Pro. 16:3

2. Ps 1:1-6

3. Luke 12:13-23

3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.
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BLESSED is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate
day and night.

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever
he doeth shall prosper.

The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth
away.

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous.

For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the
ungodly shall perish.

13
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¶ And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that
he divide the inheritance with me.

And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?
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4. John 6:27

5. Matt. 6:19-21, 24, 33
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And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he
possesseth.

And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich
man brought forth plentifully:

And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no
room where to bestow my fruits?

And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater;
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

¶ And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought
for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him
hath God the Father sealed.

19 ¶ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
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6. Luke 18:18-30

20
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But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

¶ No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.

18

19

20

22

24

25

21

23

26

And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?

And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save
one, that is, God.

Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.

And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up.

Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one
thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.

And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.

And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of God.

And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?

http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Luke%2018:18-30
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1. 241:5-6 (to 1st .)

2. 66:11

3. 301:17

27
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And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with
God.

Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.

And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath
left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of
God’s sake,

Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world
to come life everlasting.

    Sensual treasures are laid up “where moth and rust
doth corrupt.”6

Spiritual development germi-
nates not from seed sown in the soil of material hopes,
but when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher
joys of Spirit, which have no taint of earth. Each suc-
cessive stage of experience unfolds new views of divine
goodness and love.
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Inverted images
and ideas

    As God is substance and man is the divine image and
likeness, man should wish for, and in reality has, only
the substance of good, the substance of Spirit,
not matter. The belief that man has any other
substance, or mind, is not spiritual and breaks
the First Commandment, Thou shalt have one God, one

18

21
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4. 239:5

5. 451:2

6. 183:21-32

Mind. Mortal man seems to himself to be material sub-
stance, while man is “image” (idea). Delusion, sin, dis-
ease, and death arise from the false testimony of material
sense, which, from a supposed standpoint outside the
focal distance of infinite Spirit, presents an inverted image
of Mind and substance with everything turned upside
down.

24

27

Right views of
humanity

    Take away wealth, fame, and social organizations,
which weigh not one jot in the balance of God, and we
get clearer views of Principle. Break up
cliques, level wealth with honesty, let worth
be judged according to wisdom, and we get better views
of humanity.

6

9

Christian Scientists must live under the con-
stant pressure of the apostolic command to come out from
the material world and be separate. They must re-
nounce aggression, oppression and the pride of power.
Christianity, with the crown of Love upon her brow,
must be their queen of life.

3

6

Divine Mind rightly demands man’s entire obe-
dience, affection, and strength. No reservation is made
for any lesser loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man
power and strength. Submission to error superinduces
loss of power.

24
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7. 458:32-7

8. 202:6

9. 340:15

Belief and
understanding

    Truth casts out all evils and materialistic methods
with the actual spiritual law, — the law which gives
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, voice
to the dumb, feet to the lame. If Christian
Science dishonors human belief, it honors spir-
itual understanding; and the one Mind only is entitled to
honor.

27

30

Advancement by
sacrifice

    Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter
to Spirit, as the flower turns from darkness to light.
Man then appropriates those things which “eye hath
not seen nor ear heard.” Paul and John
had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man
achieves no worldly honors except by sacrifice,
so he must gain heavenly riches by forsaking all worldli-
ness.

459:1

3

6

Divine study

    If men would bring to bear upon the study of the
Science of Mind half the faith they bestow upon the so-
called pains and pleasures of material sense,
they would not go on from bad to worse,
until disciplined by the prison and the scaffold; but
the whole human family would be redeemed through
the merits of Christ, — through the perception and ac-
ceptance of Truth. For this glorious result Christian
Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding.
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10. 496:5-19

    “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” (Exodus
xx. 3.) The First Commandment is my favorite text.
It demonstrates Christian Science. It inculcates the tri-
unity of God, Spirit, Mind; it signifies that man shall
have no other spirit or mind but God, eternal good, and
that all men shall have one Mind. The divine Principle
of the First Commandment bases the Science of being, by
which man demonstrates health, holiness, and life eternal.
One infinite God, good, unifies men and nations; con-
stitutes the brotherhood of man; ends wars; fulfils the
Scripture, “Love thy neighbor as thyself;” annihilates
pagan and Christian idolatry, — whatever is wrong in
social, civil, criminal, political, and religious codes;
equalizes the sexes; annuls the curse on man, and leaves
nothing that can sin, suffer, be punished or destroyed.

15

18

21

24

27

Condition of
progress

You will learn
that in Christian Science the first duty is to obey
God, to have one Mind, and to love another as
yourself.
    We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself:
Am I living the life that approaches the supreme good?
Am I demonstrating the healing power of
Truth and Love? If so, then the way will
grow brighter “unto the perfect day.” Your fruits
will prove what the understanding of God brings to man.
Hold perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual
idea, the Holy Ghost and Christ, which enables you to
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11. 15:18-22, 25-30

12. 169:29-31

  
13. 170:3-17, 22-27

demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the rule of healing,
based upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying, over-
lying, and encompassing all true being.

18

Trustworthy
beneficence

We must resolve to
take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to
work and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We
must “pray without ceasing.” Such prayer is an-
swered, in so far as we put our desires into practice.
    Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden
from the world, but known to God. Self-forgetfulness,
purity, and affection are constant prayers.
Practice not profession, understanding not
belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and
they assuredly call down infinite blessings.

21

27

30

Modes of matter

    Whatever teaches man to have other laws and to
acknowledge other powers than the divine
Mind, is anti-Christian.

30

Modes of matter form neither a moral nor a
spiritual system. The discord which calls for material
methods is the result of the exercise of faith in material
modes, — faith in matter instead of in Spirit.
    Did Jesus understand the economy of man less than
Graham or Cutter? Christian ideas certainly present

6
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14. 263:7-14

15. 201:7-19

Physiology
unscientific

Causation
considered

what human theories exclude — the Principle
of man’s harmony. The text, “Whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die,” not only con-
tradicts human systems, but points to the self-sustaining
and eternal Truth.
    The demands of Truth are spiritual, and reach the
body through Mind. The best interpreter of man’s needs
said: “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat,
or what ye shall drink.”
    Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered,
for more than all others spiritual causation relates to
human progress. The age seems ready to
approach this subject, to ponder somewhat
the supremacy of Spirit, and at least to touch the hem
of Truth’s garment.
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Mortal man a
mis-creator

    When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence
with the spiritual and works only as God works,
he will no longer grope in the dark and cling
to earth because he has not tasted heaven.
Carnal beliefs defraud us. They make man an involun-
tary hypocrite, — producing evil when he would create
good, forming deformity when he would outline grace
and beauty, injuring those whom he would bless.

9

12

    We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth
makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away
and “all things are become new.” Passions, selfishness,9
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16. 467:3 The

17. 7:18-21

The uses of truth

false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirit-
uality, and the superabundance of being is on the side
of God, good.
    We cannot fill vessels already full. They must first be
emptied. Let us disrobe error. Then, when
the winds of God blow, we shall not hug our
tatters close about us.
    The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour
in truth through flood-tides of Love. Christian perfec-
tion is won on no other basis.
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Two chief
commands

The first demand of this Science is, “Thou
shalt have no other gods before me.” This me is Spirit.
Therefore the command means this: Thou shalt
have no intelligence, no life, no substance, no
truth, no love, but that which is spiritual. The second
is like unto it, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
It should be thoroughly understood that all men have one
Mind, one God and Father, one Life, Truth, and Love.
Mankind will become perfect in proportion as this fact
becomes apparent, war will cease and the true brother-
hood of man will be established. Having no other gods,
turning to no other but the one perfect Mind to guide
him, man is the likeness of God, pure and eternal, hav-
ing that Mind which was also in Christ.
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If spiritual sense always guided
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18. 60:31

19. 262:24-26
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Emotional
utterances

men, there would grow out of ecstatic mo-
ments a higher experience and a better life
with more devout self-abnegation and purity.21

Higher
enjoyments alone can satisfy the cravings of immortal
man. We cannot circumscribe happiness within the
limits of personal sense. The senses confer no real
enjoyment.

61:1

3

Starting from a higher standpoint, one rises spontane-
ously, even as light emits light without effort; for “where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
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