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The Promise of Peace
Wednesday, December 24, 2014

Hymns 362,158,222
Luke 2:7-14

Isa 52:7, 8

Isa 2:2-5
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And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in
the inn.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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¶ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they
sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S

house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
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Job 22:21-23, 26, 27, 29

Matt 5:1, 2, 9, 38-41, 43-45
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above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.

And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.
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Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come
unto thee.

Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine
heart.

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away
iniquity far from thy tabernacles.

For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy
face unto God.

Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou
shalt pay thy vows.

When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he
shall save the humble person.
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AND seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was
set, his disciples came unto him:

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
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Luke 6:31-33, 35-38 (to ;)

Acts 10:34-36, 37 (to 4th ,), 38
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tooth:

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.

And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him
have thy cloak also.

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.

¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and
hate thine enemy.

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you;

That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust.

32

33

35

37

31

36

38

And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also
love those that love them.

And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for
sinners also do even the same.

But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing
again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be
condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

Give, and it shall be given unto you;

34 ¶ Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is

http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Luke%206:31-33,%2035-38%20(to%20;)
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Acts%2010:34-36,%2037%20(to%204th%20,),%2038


12/24/14, 2:15 PMThe Promise of Peace - from Concord

Page 4 of 10http://localhost:13083/concord/print/print.sp

1John 4:12-16

2Pet 1:2-8
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no respecter of persons:

But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him.

The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)

That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judæa,

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of
the devil; for God was with him.
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No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth
in us, and his love is perfected in us.

Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given
us of his Spirit.

And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the
Saviour of the world.

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in
him, and he in God.

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
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Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God,
and of Jesus our Lord,

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us
to glory and virtue:

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.
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Rom 14:17-19

Isa 55:6-11, 12 (to :)
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And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge;

And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness;

And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and
approved of men.

Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things
wherewith one may edify another.
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¶ Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is
near:

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and
let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon.

¶ For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it
may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
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Rom 15:13, 14

Luke 2:14

150:4-8

323:6

264:24-15
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prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace:
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Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full
of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

The main
purpose

    To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demon-
strated as an immanent, eternal Science, instead of a
phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the
coming anew of the gospel of “on earth peace,
good-will toward men.”
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A bright outlook

    Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we
are helped onward in the march towards righteousness,
peace, and purity, which are the landmarks
of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of
truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward,
until boundless thought walks enraptured, and concep-
tion unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.
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Spiritual living
and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can
recognize true existence and feel the unspeakable peace
which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.27
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25:31-18

Godward
gravitation

    When we learn the way in Christian Science and rec-
ognize man’s spiritual being, we shall behold and under-
stand God’s creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven
and man.
    The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings,
and its government is divine Science. Man is the off-
spring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of
Mind. Man understands spiritual existence
in proportion as his treasures of Truth and
Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate Godward,
their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near
the broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper
sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality
may be put off.
    This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for
Spirit, by no means suggests man’s absorption into Deity
and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man en-
larged individuality, a wider sphere of thought and action,
a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent
peace.
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Individual
experience

The divinity of the Christ was made
manifest in the humanity of Jesus.
    While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with
gratitude for what he did for mortals, — treading alone
his loving pathway up to the throne of
glory, in speechless agony exploring the way
for us, — yet Jesus spares us not one individual expe-
rience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all
have the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion
to their demonstration of his love, till all are redeemed
through divine Love.
    The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his
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226:14

316:3-7

405:5-11

Christ’s
demonstration

own statements: “I am the way, the truth, and the life;”
“I and my Father are one.” This Christ,
or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine
nature, the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth,
Life, and Love gave Jesus authority over sin, sickness,
and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of
celestial being, to prove what God is and what He does
for man.
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Cramping
systems

    God has built a higher platform of human rights, and
He has built it on diviner claims. These claims are not
made through code or creed, but in demonstra-
tion of “on earth peace, good-will toward men.”
Human codes, scholastic theology, material medicine and
hygiene, fetter faith and spiritual understanding. Divine
Science rends asunder these fetters, and man’s birthright
of sole allegiance to his Maker asserts itself.
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The
real man being linked by Science to his Maker,
mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal
selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to
God, and to recognize the divine sonship.
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Mental
conspirators

    Christian Science commands man to master the pro-
pensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with kindness,
to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with
charity, and to overcome deceit with hon-
esty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you
would not cherish an army of conspirators against
health, happiness, and success.
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407:6

33:18

48:17

234:9

Universal
panacea

    Man’s enslavement to the most relentless masters —
passion, selfishness, envy, hatred, and revenge — is con-
quered only by a mighty struggle. Every
hour of delay makes the struggle more severe.
If man is not victorious over the passions, they crush
out happiness, health, and manhood. Here Christian
Science is the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the
weakness of mortal mind, — strength from the immortal
and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting humanity above
itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and
good-will to man.
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The holy
struggle

    When the human element in him struggled with the
divine, our great Teacher said: “Not my will, but
Thine, be done!” — that is, Let not the flesh,
but the Spirit, be represented in me. This
is the new understanding of spiritual Love. It gives all
for Christ, or Truth. It blesses its enemies, heals the
sick, casts out error, raises the dead from trespasses
and sins, and preaches the gospel to the poor, the meek
in heart.
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Defensive
weapons

    Judas had the world’s weapons. Jesus had not one
of them, and chose not the world’s means of defence.
“He opened not his mouth.” The great dem-
onstrator of Truth and Love was silent before
envy and hate. Peter would have smitten the enemies of
his Master, but Jesus forbade him, thus rebuking re-
sentment or animal courage. He said: “Put up thy
sword.”
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Hospitality to
health and good

    We should become more familiar with good than with
evil, and guard against false beliefs as watchfully as we
bar our doors against the approach of thieves
and murderers. We should love our enemies
and help them on the basis of the Golden
Rule; but avoid casting pearls before those who trample
them under foot, thereby robbing both themselves and
others.
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Arena of contest

    This material world is even now becoming the arena
for conflicting forces. On one side there will be discord
and dismay; on the other side there will be
Science and peace. The breaking up of mate-
rial beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want
and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which assume new
phases until their nothingness appears. These disturb-
ances will continue until the end of error, when all
discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.
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Man is properly self-
governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by
his Maker, divine Truth and Love.
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law.”
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