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Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God,

And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel.

Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his
brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to
become fishers of men.

And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.
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Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto
the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain
apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the
wind was contrary.

And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the
sea.

And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled,
saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I;
be not afraid.

And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto
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thee on the water.

And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he
walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to
sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said
unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
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¶ From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee,
Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an
offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but
those that be of men.
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NOW before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was
come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved
his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.

He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and
girded himself.

After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’
feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.

Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou
wash my feet?

Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but
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thou shalt know hereafter.

Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him,
If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and
my head.
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¶ Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered
him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me
afterwards.

Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down
my life for thy sake.

Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me
thrice.
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¶ And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that
disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the
palace of the high priest.

But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple,
which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the
door, and brought in Peter.

Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one
of this man’s disciples? He saith, I am not.

And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto
him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am
not.

One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter
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cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him?

Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.
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1 THEN Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.

Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took

Jesus, and led him away.

Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the

spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the

garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.

There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for

the sepulchre was nigh at hand.
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Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on

this wise shewed he himself.

There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and

Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of

his disciples.

Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a-fishing. They say unto him, We also

go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and

that night they caught nothing.

But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the

disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered

him, No.

And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye

shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for



Acts 3:1-8

Acts 5:12, 14, 15

7

11

12

10

the multitude of fishes.

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord.

Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat

unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.

Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.

Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an

hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not

the net broken.

Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask

him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.
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NOW Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of

prayer, being the ninth hour.

And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they

laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of

them that entered into the temple;

Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.

And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.

And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.

Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I

thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his

feet and ankle bones received strength.

And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the

temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.
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¶ And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought
among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch.

And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men
and women.)

Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on
beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might
overshadow some of them.

The trials encountered by prophet, disciple, and apostle,
“of whom the world was not worthy,” await, in some
form, every pioneer of truth.
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The thorns and
flowers

    The God-inspired walk calmly on though it be with
bleeding footprints, and in the hereafter they will reap
what they now sow.
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The utterance
of truth is designed to rebuke and destroy error.30

Inspiring
discontent

    The world could not interpret aright the discomfort
which Jesus inspired and the spiritual blessings which
might flow from such discomfort. Science
shows the cause of the shock so often pro‑
duced by the truth, — namely, that this shock arises from
the great distance between the individual and Truth.
Like Peter, we should weep over the warning, instead of
denying the truth or mocking the lifelong sacrifice which
goodness makes for the destruction of evil.
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    Remembering the sweat of agony which fell in holy

benediction on the grass of Gethsemane, shall the hum‑
blest or mightiest disciple murmur when he drinks from the

same cup, and think, or even wish, to escape the exalt‑
ing ordeal of sin’s revenge on its destroyer? Truth and

Love bestow few palms until the consummation of a

life-work.
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Recreant

disciples

    Jesus sent forth seventy students at one time, but only

eleven left a desirable historic record. Tradition credits

him with two or three hundred other disciples

who have left no name. “Many are called,

but few are chosen.” They fell away from grace because

they never truly understood their Master’s instruction.
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Doubting

disciples

    The disciples apprehended their Master better than

did others; but they did not comprehend all

that he said and did, or they would not have

questioned him so often. Jesus patiently persisted in

teaching and demonstrating the truth of being. His stu‑
dents saw this power of Truth heal the sick, cast out evil,

raise the dead; but the ultimate of this wonderful work

was not spiritually discerned, even by them, until after the

crucifixion, when their immaculate Teacher stood before

them, the victor over sickness, sin, disease, death, and

the grave.
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    To fall away from Truth in times of persecution, shows12
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Unimproved

opportunities

that we never understood Truth. From out the bridal

chamber of wisdom there will come the warn‑
ing, “I know you not.” Unimproved op‑
portunities will rebuke us when we attempt to claim the

benefits of an experience we have not made our own, try

to reap the harvest we have not sown, and wish to enter

unlawfully into the labors of others. Truth often remains

unsought, until we seek this remedy for human woe be‑
cause we suffer severely from error.
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Uses of suffering

    The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life

of matter, as well as our disappointments and ceaseless

woes, turn us like tired children to the arms

of divine Love. Then we begin to learn Life

in divine Science. Without this process of weaning,

“Canst thou by searching find out God?” It is easier

to desire Truth than to rid one’s self of error. Mortals

may seek the understanding of Christian Science, but they

will not be able to glean from Christian Science the facts

of being without striving for them. This strife consists

in the endeavor to forsake error of every kind and to pos‑
sess no other consciousness but good.
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    If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striv‑
ing to enter in. He constantly turns away from ma‑
terial sense, and looks towards the imperishable things

of Spirit. If honest, he will be in earnest from the

start, and gain a little each day in the right direction,

till at last he finishes his course with joy.
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Fellowship with

Christ

    Through all the disciples experienced, they became more

spiritual and understood better what the Master had

taught.
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The high‑
est earthly representative of God, speaking of human

ability to reflect divine power, prophetically said to his

disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time:

“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do

also;” and “These signs shall follow them that believe.”

24

27

Studious

disciples

    In Latin the word rendered disciple signifies student;

and the word indicates that the power of healing was not

a supernatural gift to those learners, but the

result of their cultivated spiritual understand‑
ing of the divine Science, which their Master demonstrated

by healing the sick and sinning. Hence the universal ap‑
plication of his saying: “Neither pray I for these alone,

but for them also which shall believe on me [understand

me] through their word.”
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Weakness and

guilt

    A mental state of self-condemnation and guilt or a

faltering and doubting trust in Truth are unsuitable

conditions for healing the sick. You must utilize the moral

might of Mind in order to walk over the waves of error

and support your claims by demonstration. If you are

yourself lost in the belief and fear of disease or sin, and

if, knowing the remedy, you fail to use the energies of
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Mind in your own behalf, you can exercise little or no
power for others’ help. “First cast out the beam out
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast
out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.”
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Searching
the heart

    We should examine ourselves and learn what is the
affection and purpose of the heart, for in this way
only can we learn what we honestly are. If a
friend informs us of a fault, do we listen pa‑
tiently to the rebuke and credit what is said?
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    Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect
but faintly the substance of Life or Mind. The denial of
material selfhood aids the discernment of man’s spirit‑
ual and eternal individuality, and destroys the erroneous
knowledge gained from matter or through what are termed
the material senses.
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Modern evangel

    Those, who are willing to leave their nets or to cast
them on the right side for Truth, have the opportunity
now, as aforetime, to learn and to practise
Christian healing. The Scriptures contain it.
The spiritual import of the Word imparts this power.
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    Truth and Love enlighten the understanding, in whose
“light shall we see light;” and this illumination is re‑
flected spiritually by all who walk in the light and turn
away from a false material sense.
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Touchstone of
Science

    Some people yield slowly to the touch of Truth. Few
yield without a struggle, and many are reluctant to ac‑
knowledge that they have yielded; but un‑
less this admission is made, evil will boast
itself above good.
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Rapidity of
assimilation

Some individu‑
als assimilate truth more readily than others, but any
student, who adheres to the divine rules
of Christian Science and imbibes the spirit
of Christ, can demonstrate Christian Science, cast out
error, heal the sick, and add continually to his store of
spiritual understanding, potency, enlightenment, and
success.
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