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Hymns 190, 102,92
1. Luke 11:2 Thy will
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Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

1 AND Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.
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¶ And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives;
and his disciples also followed him.

And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not
into temptation.

And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled
down, and prayed,

Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me:
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
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¶ Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and
taught.

And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having
never learned?

Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that
sent me.

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be
of God, or whether I speak of myself.
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NOW Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man
with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given
deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was
a leper.

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away
captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on
Naaman’s wife.

And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the
prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.

And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid
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that is of the land of Israel.

And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the
king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver,
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.

And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this
letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my
servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this
man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore
consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

¶ And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore
hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know
that there is a prophet in Israel.

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the
door of the house of Elisha.

And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be
clean.

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought,
He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the
LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned
and went away in a rage.

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if
the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have
done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be
clean?

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan,
according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again
like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
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Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I
trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my
soul unto thee.

Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead
me into the land of uprightness.
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we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the
body, we are absent from the Lord:

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord.
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Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in
the lusts thereof.

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law,
but under grace.

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?
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WHEREFORE laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings,

As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby:

If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

For so is the will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men:

8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

The holy struggle

    When the human element in him struggled with the
divine, our great Teacher said: “Not my will, but
Thine, be done!” — that is, Let not the flesh,
but the Spirit, be represented in me. This
is the new understanding of spiritual Love. It gives all
for Christ, or Truth.
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    Jesus once said of his lessons: “My doctrine is not

mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do His will,

he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or

whether I speak of myself.” (John vii. 16, 17.)
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Help and

hindrance

    The Pharisees claimed to know and to teach the di-‐‑
vine will, but they only hindered the success of Jesus’

mission. Even many of his students stood

in his way. If the Master had not taken a

student and taught the unseen verities of God, he would

not have been crucified. The determination to hold Spirit

in the grasp of matter is the persecutor of Truth and

Love.
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WILL.  The motive-power of error; mortal belief; ani-‐‑
mal power. The might and wisdom of God.

    “For this is the will of God.” (I Thessalonians

iv. 3.)

    Will, as a quality of so-called mortal mind, is a wrong-

doer; hence it should not be confounded with the term

as applied to Mind or to one of God’s qualities.
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Will-power

detrimental

    Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs

to the so-called material senses, and its use is to be con-‐‑
demned. Willing the sick to recover is not the

metaphysical practice of Christian Science, but

is sheer animal magnetism. Human will-power may in-‐‑
fringe the rights of man. It produces evil continually,

and is not a factor in the realism of being. Truth, and

not corporeal will, is the divine power which says to

disease, “Peace, be still.”
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No trespass on

The exercise of will brings on a

hypnotic state, detrimental to health and integrity of

thought. This must therefore be watched and guarded

against. Covering iniquity will prevent prosperity and the

ultimate triumph of any cause. Ignorance of the error

to be eradicated oftentimes subjects you to its abuse.

    The heavenly law is broken by trespassing upon

man’s individual right of self-government. We have no

authority in Christian Science and no moral
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human rightsright to attempt to influence the thoughts of

others, except it be to benefit them. In men-‐‑
tal practice you must not forget that erring human opin-‐‑
ions, conflicting selfish motives, and ignorant attempts

to do good may render you incapable of knowing or

judging accurately the need of your fellow-men.
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    Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In pa-‐‑
tient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to dis-‐‑
solve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant

of error, — self-will, self-justification, and self-love, —
which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin

and death.
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Mortal mind

dethroned

    That mortal mind claims to govern every organ of the

mortal body, we have overwhelming proof. But this so-

called mind is a myth, and must by its own consent yield

to Truth. It would wield the sceptre of a monarch, but

it is powerless. The immortal divine Mind

takes away all its supposed sovereignty, and

saves mortal mind from itself.

152:1
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Personal identity

    When you say, “Man’s body is material,” I say with

Paul: Be “willing rather to be absent from the body,

and to be present with the Lord.” Give up

your material belief of mind in matter, and

have but one Mind, even God; for this Mind forms its

own likeness.
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Will-power an

animal propensity

Theories helpless

    Will-power is but a product of belief, and this belief

commits depredations on harmony. Human will is an

animal propensity, not a faculty of Soul.

Hence it cannot govern man aright. Chris-‐‑
tian Science reveals Truth and Love as the

motive-powers of man. Will — blind, stubborn, and head-‐‑
long — cooperates with appetite and passion. From this

cooperation arises its evil. From this also comes its pow-‐‑
erlessness, since all power belongs to God, good.

    The Science of Mind needs to be understood. Until

it is understood, mortals are more or less deprived of

Truth. Human theories are helpless to make
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man harmonious or immortal, since he is so
already, according to Christian Science. Our only need
is to know this and reduce to practice the real man’s di-‐‑
vine Principle, Love.

15

18

    We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth
makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away
and “all things are become new.” Passions, selfishness,
false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirit-‐‑
uality, and the superabundance of being is on the side
of God, good.
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Human power a

blind force

    We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance
upon that which is false and grasp the true. We are not
Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human
opinions are not spiritual. They come from the hearing
of the ear, from corporeality instead of from Principle,
and from the mortal instead of from the immortal. Spirit
is not separate from God. Spirit is God.
    Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force,
the offspring of will and not of wisdom, of the mortal mind
and not of the immortal.
    We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by follow-‐‑
ing the example of our Master in the understanding of
divine metaphysics. Christianity is the basis of true heal-‐‑
ing. Whatever holds human thought in line with unselfed
love, receives directly the divine power.
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Truth an alterative

    Christian Science brings to the body the sunlight of
Truth, which invigorates and purifies. Christian Science
acts as an alterative, neutralizing error with
Truth. It changes the secretions, expels hu-‐‑
mors, dissolves tumors, relaxes rigid muscles, restores
carious bones to soundness. The effect of this Science is
to stir the human mind to a change of base, on which it
may yield to the harmony of the divine Mind.
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Servants and

    The understanding that the Ego is Mind, and that
there is but one Mind or intelligence, begins at once to
destroy the errors of mortal sense and to supply
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mastersthe truth of immortal sense. This understand-‐‑
ing makes the body harmonious; it makes the nerves,

bones, brain, etc., servants, instead of masters. If man

is governed by the law of divine Mind, his body is in sub-‐‑
mission to everlasting Life and Truth and Love. The

great mistake of mortals is to suppose that man, God’s

image and likeness, is both matter and Spirit, both good

and evil.

    If the decision were left to the corporeal senses, evil

would appear to be the master of good, and sickness to

be the rule of existence, while health would seem the

exception, death the inevitable, and life a paradox.
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No material

creation

    Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must

yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane of ac-‐‑
tion, thought rises from the material sense to

the spiritual, from the scholastic to the in-‐‑
spirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All

things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, is the

creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and

Mother of the universe, including man.
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Prayer cannot change the unalterable

Truth, nor can prayer alone give us an understanding

of Truth; but prayer, coupled with a fervent habitual

desire to know and do the will of God, will bring us

into all Truth. Such a desire has little need of audible

expression. It is best expressed in thought and in life.
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    The scientific unity which exists between God and man

must be wrought out in life-practice, and God’s will must

be universally done.

Practical religion

    Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind”?

This command includes much, even the sur-‐‑
render of all merely material sensation, affec-‐‑
tion, and worship. This is the El Dorado of Christianity.

It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the

divine control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master,

and material sense and human will have no place.
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    The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained
now. This point won, you have started as you should.
You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian
Science, and nothing but wrong intention can hinder your
advancement. Working and praying with true motives,
your Father will open the way.
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Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.


