
Praying  for  Answers
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Hymns 76,341,269
1. Matt. 21:22

2. Matt. 7:7-11

3. I Kings 3:5-14

22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive.
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¶ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you:

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him
a stone?

Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,
how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?
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¶ In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God
said, Ask what I shall give thee.

And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father
great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his
throne, as it is this day.

And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of
David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or
come in.

And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a
great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.

Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people,



4. Ps. 119:33-37, 169, 170

5. James 4:3, 5-8, 10

11

12

13

14

10

that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this

thy so great a people?

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not

asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast

asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding

to discern judgment;

Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise

and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee,

neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches,

and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee

all thy days.

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my

commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy

days.
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Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the

end.

Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it

with my whole heart.

Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.

Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy

way.

Let my cry come near before thee, O LORD: give me understanding

according to thy word.

Let my supplication come before thee: deliver me according to thy word.

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it
upon your lusts.



6. James 1:5-7

7. John 15:7-11

1. SH 1:1
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Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us

lusteth to envy?

But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud,

but giveth grace unto the humble.

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee

from you.

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye
sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double-minded.

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
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If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a

wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.
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If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,

and it shall be done unto you.

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my

disciples.

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my

love.

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have

kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you,

and that your joy might be full.

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the

sick is an absolute faith that all things are

possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him,3



2. SH 275:10

3. SH 23:17

4. SH 2:23-11

an unselfed love. Regardless of what another may say

or think on this subject, I speak from experience.

Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-im-‐‑
molation, are God’s gracious means for accomplishing

whatever has been successfully done for the Christian-‐‑
ization and health of mankind.
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Divine

synonyms

    To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science,

you must begin by reckoning God as the divine Principle

of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love,

combine as one, — and are the Scriptural names

for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, im-‐‑
mortality, cause, and effect belong to God. These are

His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite

divine Principle, Love. No wisdom is wise but His

wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is Life

but the divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.
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Faith,

advanced to spiritual understanding, is the evidence gained

from Spirit, which rebukes sin of every kind and estab-‐‑
lishes the claims of God.
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God’s standard

    God is Love. Can we ask Him to be more? God is

intelligence. Can we inform the infinite Mind of any-‐‑
thing He does not already comprehend?

Do we expect to change perfection? Shall

we plead for more at the open fount, which is pour-‐‑
ing forth more than we accept? The unspoken desire

does bring us nearer the source of all existence and

blessedness.

    Asking God to be God is a vain repetition. God is

“the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” and

He who is immutably right will do right without being
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5. SH 3:17

6. SH 10:22-31

7. SH 22:11-22

The spiritual

mathematics

reminded of His province. The wisdom of man is not

sufficient to warrant him in advising God.

    Who would stand before a blackboard, and pray the

principle of mathematics to solve the problem? The

rule is already established, and it is our

task to work out the solution. Shall we

ask the divine Principle of all goodness to do His own

work? His work is done, and we have only to avail

ourselves of God’s rule in order to receive His bless-‐‑
ing, which enables us to work out our own salvation.
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Prayerful

ingratitude

    How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit

theoretically that God is good, omnipotent, omni-‐‑
present, infinite, and then we try to give

information to this infinite Mind. We plead

for unmerited pardon and for a liberal outpouring of

benefactions. Are we really grateful for the good

already received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the

blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive more.

Gratitude is much more than a verbal expression of

thanks. Action expresses more gratitude than speech.
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Asking amiss

    Experience teaches us that we do not always receive

the blessings we ask for in prayer. There is some mis-‐‑
apprehension of the source and means of

all goodness and blessedness, or we should

certainly receive that for which we ask. The Scrip-‐‑
tures say: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask

amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” That

which we desire and for which we ask, it is not always

best for us to receive. In this case infinite Love will

not grant the request.
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    “Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of



8. SH 12:27-29, 31

9. SH 6:5

10. SH 4:27

Wait for reward

Life and Love, for to this end God worketh with you.
“Occupy till I come!” Wait for your re-‐‑
ward, and “be not weary in well doing.” If
your endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you receive
no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a
sluggard in the race.
    When the smoke of battle clears away, you will dis-‐‑
cern the good you have done, and receive according to
your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from
temptation, for Love means that we shall be tried and
purified.
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Love impartial
and universal

    Does Deity interpose in behalf of one worshipper,
and not help another who offers the same measure of
prayer? In divine
Science, where prayers are mental, all may avail them-‐‑
selves of God as “a very present help in trouble.”
Love is impartial and universal in its adaptation and
bestowals. It is the open fount which cries, “Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.”

13:1
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God is not separate from the wis-‐‑
dom He bestows. The talents He gives we
must improve. Calling on Him to forgive our work
badly done or left undone, implies the vain supposition
that we have nothing to do but to ask pardon, and
that afterwards we shall be free to repeat the offence.
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Veritable
devotion

    Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual
understanding, which regenerates; but silent prayer,
watchfulness, and devout obedience enable
us to follow Jesus’ example. Long prayers,
superstition, and creeds clip the strong pinions of love,
and clothe religion in human forms. Whatever mate-‐‑
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11. SH 13:5

12. SH 15:14-32

rializes worship hinders man’s spiritual growth and keeps

him from demonstrating his power over error.

5:1

Public

exaggerations

    In public prayer we often go beyond our convictions,

beyond the honest standpoint of fervent desire. If we

are not secretly yearning and openly striv-‐‑
ing for the accomplishment of all we ask,

our prayers are “vain repetitions,” such as the heathen

use. If our petitions are sincere, we labor for what we

ask; and our Father, who seeth in secret, will reward

us openly. Can the mere public expression of our de-‐‑
sires increase them? Do we gain the omnipotent ear

sooner by words than by thoughts? Even if prayer is

sincere, God knows our need before we tell Him or our

fellow-beings about it. If we cherish the desire hon-‐‑
estly and silently and humbly, God will bless it, and

we shall incur less risk of overwhelming our real

wishes with a torrent of words.

6

9

12

15

18

Effectual

invocation

Trustworthy

beneficence

    In order to pray aright, we must enter into the

closet and shut the door. We must close the lips and

silence the material senses. In the quiet

sanctuary of earnest longings, we must

deny sin and plead God’s allness. We must resolve to

take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to

work and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We

must “pray without ceasing.” Such prayer is an-‐‑
swered, in so far as we put our desires into practice.

The Master’s injunction is, that we pray in secret and

let our lives attest our sincerity.

    Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden

from the world, but known to God. Self-forgetfulness,

purity, and affection are constant prayers.

Practice not profession, understanding not

belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and
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13. SH 10:5-16

14. SH 571:15

15. SH 9:5

they assuredly call down infinite blessings. Trustworthi-‐‑
ness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a

fitness for holiness, we cannot receive holiness.
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    The world must grow to the spiritual understanding

of prayer. If good enough to profit by Jesus’ cup of

earthly sorrows, God will sustain us under these sor-‐‑
rows. Until we are thus divinely qualified and are

willing to drink his cup, millions of vain repetitions

will never pour into prayer the unction of Spirit in

demonstration of power and “with signs following.”

Christian Science reveals a necessity for overcoming the

world, the flesh, and evil, and thus destroying all error.

    Seeking is not sufficient. It is striving that enables

us to enter. Spiritual attainments open the door to a

higher understanding of the divine Life.
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The armor of

divinity

    At all times and under all circumstances, overcome

evil with good. Know thyself, and God will supply

the wisdom and the occasion for a victory

over evil. Clad in the panoply of Love,

human hatred cannot reach you. The cement of a

higher humanity will unite all interests in the one

divinity.
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Summit of

aspiration

    The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these

questions: Do we love our neighbor better because of

this asking? Do we pursue the old selfish-‐‑
ness, satisfied with having prayed for some-‐‑
thing better, though we give no evidence of the sin-‐‑
cerity of our requests by living consistently with our

prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness,

we shall regard our neighbor unselfishly, and bless

them that curse us; but we shall never meet this great
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16. SH 11:27

17. SH 16:20
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duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is
a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the fruition
of our hope and faith.

15

Prayer cannot change the unalterable
Truth, nor can prayer alone give us an understanding
of Truth; but prayer, coupled with a fervent habitual
desire to know and do the will of God, will bring us
into all Truth. Such a desire has little need of audible
expression. It is best expressed in thought and in life.
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    Only as we rise above all material sensuousness and
sin, can we reach the heaven-born aspiration and spir-‐‑
itual consciousness, which is indicated in the Lord’s
Prayer and which instantaneously heals the sick.
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