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“THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE”

THE BIBLE

MATTHEW

3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire:
13 ¶Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me?
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove, and lighting upon him:
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.

MARK

2:15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many
publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there
were many, and they followed him.
16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners,
they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans
and sinners?
17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need
of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.

LUKE

15:3 ¶And he spake this parable unto them, saying,
4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not
leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until
he find it?
5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
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6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours,
saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.
7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

JOHN

19:16 … they took Jesus, and led him away.
17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull,
which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:
18 Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and
Jesus in the midst.
21:1 After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of
Tiberias;
2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.
3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a-fishing. They say unto him, We also go
with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night
they caught nothing.
4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the
disciples knew not that it was Jesus.
5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him,
No.
6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall
find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude
of fishes.
9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish
laid thereon, and bread.
15 ¶So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that
I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.
16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him,
Feed my sheep.
17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter
was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus
saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

ACTS

19:1 Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding
certain disciples,
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2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And
they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost.
3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto
John's baptism.
4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying
unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him,
that is, on Christ Jesus.
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them;
and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

II PETER

3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.

HEBREWS

6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of
faith toward God,
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of
the dead, and of eternal judgment.
3 And this will we do, if God permit.

SCIENCE & HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES
BY MARY BAKER EDDY

SH 56:1
When our great Teacher came to him for baptism, John was astounded. Reading
his thoughts, Jesus added: "Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness." Jesus' concessions (in certain cases) to material methods
were for the advancement of spiritual good.

SH 581:23
BAPTISM. Purification by Spirit; submergence in Spirit.

SH 35:19 (only)
Our baptism is a purification from all error.

SH 242:1-3
Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their
material beliefs and false individuality.
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SH 241:23
One's aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps of Truth, the way
to health and holiness. We should strive to reach the Horeb height where God is
revealed; and the corner-stone of all spiritual building is purity. The baptism of
Spirit, washing the body of all the impurities of flesh, signifies that the pure in
heart see God and are approaching spiritual Life and its demonstration.

SH 19:17
Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good
thought and deed, will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid
its efficacy; but if the sinner continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he
has little part in the atonement, — in the at-one-ment with God, — for he lacks
the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and enables man to do the will
of wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine Principle of
the teachings and practice of our Master have no part in God. If living in
disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good.

SH 405:22-25
It were better to be exposed to every plague on earth than to endure the
cumulative effects of a guilty conscience. The abiding consciousness of wrong-
doing tends to destroy the ability to do right.

SH 253:32-8
The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human
footsteps leading to perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who,
watching and praying, can "run, and not be weary; . . . walk, and not faint," who
gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and yield not to
discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit
and flesh is fought and the victory won.

SH 34:29
What a contrast between our Lord's last supper and his last spiritual breakfast
with his disciples in the bright morning hours at the joyful meeting on the shore of
the Galilean Sea! His gloom had passed into glory, and his disciples' grief into
repentance, — hearts chastened and pride rebuked. Convinced of the
fruitlessness of their toil in the dark and wakened by their Master's voice, they
changed their methods, turned away from material things, and cast their net on
the right side. Discerning Christ, Truth, anew on the shore of time, they were
enabled to rise somewhat from mortal sensuousness, or the burial of mind in
matter, into newness of life as Spirit.

SH 339:8
God, Spirit, alone created all, and called it good. Therefore evil, being contrary to
good, is unreal, and cannot be the product of God. A sinner can receive no
encouragement from the fact that Science demonstrates the unreality of evil, for
the sinner would make a reality of sin, — would make that real which is unreal,
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and thus heap up "wrath against the day of wrath." He is joining in a conspiracy
against himself, — against his own awakening to the awful unreality by which he
has been deceived. Only those, who repent of sin and forsake the unreal, can
fully understand the unreality of evil.

SH 285:23
By interpreting God as a corporeal Saviour but not as the saving Principle, or
divine Love, we shall continue to seek salvation through pardon and not through
reform, and resort to matter instead of Spirit for the cure of the sick. As mortals
reach, through knowledge of Christian Science, a higher sense, they will seek to
learn, not from matter, but from the divine Principle, God, how to demonstrate the
Christ, Truth, as the healing and saving power.

SH 291:12
Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable
without them. Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the
manifestations of Mind are harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there
and man is found having no righteousness of his own, but in possession of "the
mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says.

SH 254:10
When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs
our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to
begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of
being, is doing much.

SH 323:6
Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the
march towards righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks
of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then
we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and conception
unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.

SH 578:5-9
DIVINE LOVE ] is my shepherd; I shall not want.
[LOVE] maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
[LOVE] leadeth me beside the still waters.
[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] lead‐
eth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.
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PUBLICATIONS QUOTATION
“The Baptism of Repentance”
By John M. Tutt
The Christian Science Sentinel
February 13, 1954

“Perhaps no saying or teaching of the Master's has been more often misused
than his reply to John the Baptist, to whom Jesus had applied for baptism. At the
request John had demurred, professing his unworthiness even to loosen the
latchet of the Saviour's shoes. Said Jesus in answer, ‘Suffer it to be so now: for
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.’ While in one sense this was a
concession to the physical rite, the true significance of the answer must be found
not so much in the actual baptism with water as in the reason Jesus advanced
for the observance —namely, ‘to fulfil all righteousness.’

“It can be said safely that Christ Jesus never in the slightest meaning or degree,
in his teaching or in his practice, departed from the highest ethical standard of
Principle. He could never have counseled concession to error as incumbent upon
the fulfilling of all righteousness. Our Leader, Mary Baker Eddy, in Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures, puts this ethical standard thus: ‘Only through
radical reliance on Truth can scientific healing power be realized.’

When Jesus insisted upon the rite of water baptism, wherein did he conform to
the standard of radical reliance upon Truth? John the Baptist had proclaimed his
own mission and ministry: ‘I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.’ And Luke interpreted
John's role thus: ‘And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.’ Mrs. Eddy tells us,
‘Metaphysically, baptism serves to rebuke the senses and illustrate Christian
Science.’ The rebuke of Science brings on the baptism of repentance, as well as
spiritual regeneration.

“The divine demand is that we bring, out of our contrition, to the sacrificial altar of
Truth our cherished false beliefs, and there immolate every wrong sense and act.
Surely this is the meaning of bringing forth fruits meet for repentance; and the
meaning of repentance is literally change of mind. Such different thinking is no
mere alteration of mortal thought from one erroneous concept and act to another,
but rather abandonment of wrong thought, desires, and conduct in favor of right
ideas and righteous behavior.

“To effect righteousness, or right thinking and acting, in one's heart and life one
must repent, whether the error be sin or disease, or other departure from the
right path. One must come to the conviction where he can say, 'I don't think that
way any more," and demonstrate his repentance through a conformation of his
life to that higher sense; for one cannot advance from matter to Spirit in one
bound.”


