
WEDNESDAY EVENING READINGS

DECEMBER 19, 2012

“JOY TO THE WORLD”

THE BIBLE

PSALMS

16:8 I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my right hand, I
shall not be moved.
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth:
11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore.

JEREMIAH

9:23 ¶ Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let
the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me,
that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness,
in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.

LUKE

2:1 … it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
3  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
5  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
6  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that
she should be delivered.
7  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
8  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.
9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people.
11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.
12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.



2

13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying,
14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

MATTHEW

2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in
the east, and are come to worship him.
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him.
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the
prophet,
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of
Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them
diligently what time the star appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come
and worship him also.
9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw
in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child
was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11 ¶ And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with
Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod,
they departed into their own country another way.

LUKE

4:14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went
out a fame of him through all the region round about.
15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.
16 ¶And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to
read.
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when
he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
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deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised,
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

JOHN

16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come.
17:13 these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in
themselves.

HABAKKUK

1:12 Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy One?
13  Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity:
3:19  The Lord God is my strength,…
18 …  I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

ZEPHANIAH

3:17 The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice
over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

SCIENCE & HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES
BY MARY BAKER EDDY.

S&H vii:2-12
The wakeful shepherd beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full
radiance of a risen day. So shone the pale star to the prophet‐shepherds; yet it
traversed the night, and came where, in cradled obscurity, lay the Bethlehem
babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to benighted
understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a night of
error should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The
Wise‐men were led to behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting
the way to eternal harmony.

S&H 332:23-30
Jesus was the son of a virgin. He was appointed to speak God's word and to
appear to mortals in such a form of humanity as they could understand as well as
perceive. Mary's conception of him was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth
and Love, which were plainly incarnate in the good and pure Christ Jesus. He
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expressed the highest type of divinity, which a fleshly form could express in that
age.

S&H 332:9
Jesus was born of Mary. Christ is the true idea voicing good, the divine message
from God to men speaking to the human consciousness. The Christ is
incorporeal, spiritual, — yea, the divine image and likeness, dispelling the
illusions of the senses; the Way, the Truth, and the Life, healing the sick and
casting out evils, destroying sin, disease, and death.

S&H 191:8-15
As a material, theoretical life-basis is found to be a misapprehension of
existence, the spiritual and divine Principle of man dawns upon human thought,
and leads it to "where the young child was," — even to the birth of a new-old
idea, to the spiritual sense of being and of what Life includes. Thus the whole
earth will be transformed by Truth on its pinions of light, chasing away the
darkness of error.

S&H 546:23-26
Christian Science is dawning upon a material age. The great spiritual facts of
being, like rays of light, shine in the darkness, though the darkness,
comprehending them not, may deny their reality.

S&H 548:2-6
Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the sacred
pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we
discover man in the image and likeness of God.

S&H 140:7-12
Not materially but spiritually we know Him as divine Mind, as Life, Truth, and
Love. We shall obey and adore in proportion as we apprehend the divine nature
and love Him understandingly, warring no more over the corporeality, but
rejoicing in the affluence of our God.

S&H 548:12-13
Earth has little light or joy for mortals before Life is spiritually learned.

S&H 265:28
The pains of sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and
that joy is spiritual.

S&H 304:16-19
Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine
Principle is the Life of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of
physical sense.
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S&H 514:6-7
Mind, joyous in strength, dwells in the realm of Mind.

S&H 390:4-9
We cannot deny that Life is self-sustained, and we should never deny the
everlasting harmony of Soul, simply because, to the mortal senses, there is
seeming discord.
It is our ignorance of God, the divine Principle, which produces apparent discord,
and the right understanding of Him restores harmony.

S&H 304:9-14
This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of
its manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is
not the master of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never
produce mind nor life result in death. The perfect man — governed by God, his
perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.

S&H 390:9
Truth will at length compel us all to exchange the pleasures and pains of sense
for the joys of Soul.

PUBLICATIONS QUOTATION:
“The Fullness of Joy”
By Rosemary Cobham
Christian Science Sentinel

“Joy is the strong wing which bears us beyond the chaos of mortal mind’s
imprisoned bewilderment and into the cosmos of spiritual freedom.

“…there is no experience, be it ever so severe, that can separate us from joy,
because there is no experience that can separate us from God.  This is a
spiritual, incontrovertible fact.”


